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Resource Concerns
The group reviewed a previously generated list of resource concerns that had been developed by people living, working in Klamath County.  The group considered whether or not the list was helpful in looking at the resource concerns county-wide.  They added invasive plants to the list of resource concerns to be discussed and concluded with the following list:

Water quality

Water quantity

Forest health (i.e. fuels build-up)
Range land health

Fish & wildlife habitat

Soil erosion

Soil quality

Energy

Air quality

Invasive plants

Watershed-by-watershed review:

 Resource concerns, Work Done and Work Needed
The participants discussed each watershed (8-digit Hydrologic Unit Code) first identifying which of the resource concerns were most important and characteristic of the watershed.  This process recognized that all these conditions could likely be found anywhere, but the group tried to focus on those concerns that characterize the watershed. Second, the group listed work that had already been accomplished in the watersheds addressing some of these concerns.  Third the group began to discuss what activities were needed to make a measurable impact in watersheds.
These conversations were not limited to the work of NRCS, in spite of the meeting being convened by NRCS.  NRCS is looking to identify opportunities to make more of a measurable impact and to work more strategically with partners who are doing similar resource management work.

Discussion results by Watershed:
SPRAGUE RIVER
RESOURCE CONCERNS

· Forest health – heavily impacted by beetle kill
· Fish habitat – lack of connectivity, water quantity concerns,  high temperatures, lack of complexity

· Recent conversion to dry land cropping may be associated with soil erosion

· Rangeland health is impacted by conifer encroachment

· Water quantity for irrigation is lacking
· Water quality – 
· phosphorus loading to lake 

· riparian area health

WORK ALREADY COMPLETED OR ONGOING
· Riparian protection

· Fish habitat, connectivity

· Dry-land cropping conversions (helping landowners convert to non Irrigated cropping methods that do not cause erosion)
· Juniper removal

UPPER KLAMATH LAKE

RESOURCE CONCERNS

· Water quality: sedimentation, phosphorous

· Lots of endangered species; problems with connectivity and fish passage

· PHOSPHOSOROUS!
· Eutrifying lake

· Water quantity and storage

WORK ALREADY COMPLETED OR ONGOING
· Assisting with conversion to non-irrigated pasture

· Wetland restoration

· Bull trout restoration

SUGGESTIONS: 
· eutrification – make the lake deeper and look for other answers

LITTLE DESCHUTES

RESOURCE CONCERNS

· Forest health – high fuel loading, dense stands

-Mostly industrial forest lands converted to state forest and commercial property- residential
-Watershed drains north

WORK ALREADY COMPLETED OR ONGOING
Fuels reduction (no thinning)

WILLIAMSON

RESOURCE CONCERNS

· Significant bark beetle mortality

· Fish habitat 
· Forest and range issues, juniper encroachment/over population
· Good elk population/ maintain habitat

· Conifer encroachment in meadows

WORK ALREADY COMPLETED OR ONGOING
· Forest work, 

· Riparian improvement, 

· Fish habitat restoration, 

· Fuels reduction, 

· Connectivity, 

· Road closures for elk
SUMMER LAKE
RESOURCE CONCERNS

· Beetle kill impact

· Wildfire burned in 2002, weeds have moved in

WORK ALREADY COMPLETED OR ONGOING
· Forest work, 

· No fuels reduction
LOST RIVER

RESOURCE CONCERNS

· Water quantity, lack of for irrigation not enough stored water

· Water quality – bad /severe across the board
· Fish habitat only the top of watershed

· Juniper – impacts soils, wildlife, water, rangeland health (info and data on impacts needed)
· THIS IS THE most altered system in the county
WORK ALREADY COMPLETED OR ONGOING
· Irrigation improvements, efficiency

· Energy use , reduced use and runoff

· Noxious weeds

· Juniper removal

· Fuels reduction 

NEED TO DO:

· Riparian enhancements economic incentives
UPPER KLAMATH RIVER

RESOURCE CONCERNS

Mostly industrial & federal forest land

· Juniper is overgrown – too dense

· Water quality – bad from Link to Keno, 
· Below Keno water quantity, algae comes in creates dissolved oxygen problem

WORK ALREADY COMPLETED OR ONGOING
· No fuels
· Thinning

WORK NEEDED ACROSS ALL OF KLAMATH COUNTY

· Aggressive juniper management

· Increase water storage through impoundments and improved soil condition to hold water

· Provide riparian incentives

FOLLOW UP AND NEXT STEPS

Who else needs to be here? 
Group generated a list of people who should be included in further discussions.  Everyone present was asked to invite people and let them know their input is needed.
US Fish & Wildlife
Bureau of Land Management
US Forest Service
PRIVATE LANDOWNERS

Oregon Department of Fish & Wildlife
Next meeting:

Another 2 hour meeting is planned to focus on identifying some specific opportunities for collaboration and identifying some measurable goals with respect to resource concerns.

Please think about what we should aspire to achieve if we can combine efforts and enhance partnerships and how we can measure that activity and its results.

These notes are provided from the meeting flipchart notes, please provide any edits or feedback to Evelyn Conrad.  We welcome your input!
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