Lesson # 8.	                      WHAT JESUS SAID ABOUT: 		         12/16/07


			         	      BEING A STEWARD              








Text:Luke.12:16-21.





Introduction:


	Being a steward speaks of how we use the things that God has put in our care. 


Too often we tend to forget that the things that we posses are given to us by God. This speaks of more than just possessions, it also includes; the ability to gain. Where does this come from? Everyone will answer, “God,” and this is true, but the ability to gain includes; time, energy, sacrifice, devotion, talent, and faithfulness. These are all blessings given by God, without which, gain would be impossible. And even life itself would hang in the balance. 


	We need to qualify this lesson by saying that this is not a treatise against having possessions; it is a lesson concerning the wise use of what we have. This is the sum of Jesus teaching on this parable as we see in Ver.21. There will be a negative side to the lesson, it will deal with the idea that there are consequences for the unwise use of those things that God has blessed us with.





	We find the main body of our parable in Ver.16-21. And the Lord’s application of this parable is in Ver.22-34. At the time that Jesus spoke these words there was a widely held belief that wealth or famine were signs of God’s favor or disfavor. It goes without saying that among Christians this idea is still with us today.


	God had blessed this man with a bountiful harvest we see in Ver.16.  This, coupled with the fact that he was already rich brought out the worst in him. The gifts of God, especially riches, do not come without responsibility.  Wealth, more than anything else, imposes a decision making process on man. Ver.17. We are all in this position when God bestows gifts on us, and the question that he asked was a valid one, but the conclusion that he came to was completely selfish. There are three good examples of how men fail to see the spiritual implications of what they have; the first is, the Prodigal son, he failed. Next the rich man in our text, why did he fail? Next was the servants who were to look after the master’s goods, five talents, two talents, and one talent. In this case only one failed while two were responsible. There is a common denominator in all of these cases and it is called, accountability. They were accountable for both their decision and their action. The gift of God places me in the balances, what will I do? Will I glorify God with what I have been given, or will I hoard it to myself? 


	Ver.18. of our text is an example of the hoarding spirit at work. He does not ask the will of God in this matter, his attitude is, “I will.” His attitude in this matter becomes of paramount importance. Attitude is everything when it comes to riches, whether it is money or goods. There is nothing evil about money, but my attitude in this respect can be evil.  1Timothy.6:10. declares that it is the love of money that is the root of all evil, not money itself. There is nothing wrong with money, the problem is when I covet money, this is where man goes wrong. Look at the remainder of Ver.10. It is interesting to think of how much money I could have at my disposal if I would use it for the glory of God. 


	In Ver.19. we see how deceitful riches are when we have the attitude that it is all mine to do with as I please. This man was deceived into thinking that his possessions were a spiritual asset, they could have been if he had decided to use them to further the Kingdom of God. Salvation and spiritual blessings are not bought with money, but money can be a spiritual blessing.  Isaiah.55:1-3. The favor and blessing of God is far superior to anything that materialism can offer. Isaiah understood this concept well. 


Riches deceive people into thinking that they have no need of a Savior.  How many are saved when they live in the lap of luxury? Most times it is those who have been brought low, those who have come to the end of themselves that see their need and are saved. Luke.18:18-24.  The consolation of riches is temporary at best. Luke.6:24.  The penalty for the unwise use of the riches we gain is judgment at some later date Luke.12:20. 


	In this respect we must conclude that gaining material wealth places us in a position of responsibility, the question is can we handle it? There is a link between the heart of man and his material possessions. Matthew.6:19-24.  Ver.21. shows beyond a doubt that your heart will follow the kind of treasure that you have chosen. So, for God’s people, it becomes a matter of God, or money, there is no middle ground.


	It is possible for a rich man to get his priorities right and Zacchaeus is a prime example of this. Luke.19:1-10. What’s more, Abraham was rich, as was Job, but that did not stand in the way of their spiritual walk with God. Luke.12:29-33. Shows that there are riches that are to be sought after. If we live by faith in God. Ver.29-30. And get our goal in life focused on God’s kingdom. Ver.31. If we don’t fear how we will fare. Ver.32. And the most important, if we share. Ver.33. This lays up treasure in heaven for those who can apply the spiritual concept. Ver.33.


