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Introduction:





	Satan is the anti-type of the Lord Jesus Christ. By this we mean that for everything that the Lord stands for we can find the exact opposite in regard to Satan. He is evil personified, just as God is the highest and greatest in the realm of good, Satan is the highest and greatest in the realm of evil.





	People view Satan in different ways, to the unsaved he is no more than a myth, something that Christians dreamed up, he is not real. Christians in general view him as an influence, but not a real person. The spiritually mature recognize him for what he is; a very real spirit being with power beyond our comprehension. The many references to him verify the position that he is real and a person, as opposed to an influence. 1Peter. 5: 8 Note the personal pronoun, ”he”, in this verse.





	There are many names and titles given to Satan, but that is a study in itself. When the Bible refers to Satan, the Devil, or Accuser, it is one and the same person. But he was not always the Devil. Isaiah. 14: 12. shows a name that is associated with heaven and glory. Ezekiel. 28: 12-17.  Is a form of scripture that we call typology, it is addressed to Tyrus but it is easy to see that the reference is to Satan, there are too many things that could not apply to Tyrus. We can also see by the wording of this scripture that things were once much different for this being who was once the most beautiful and powerful being created.





	Jesus had sent out the seventy on a preaching journey, and when they returned they were filled with joy because they had power over “devils”, [demons]. But this joy almost amounted to pride which had no place among them. Luke. 10: 17,18,20.  They spoke as if this was the ultimate, but Jesus put it in the proper perspective. It’s as if Jesus was saying, “so what”, I have seen Satan cast out of heaven but I don’t brag about it. He then goes on to show them that the real victory is the one that was fought in their hearts. Ver.20.  The fall of Satan was not accidental, he was forcefully cast out. Revelation. 12: 7-10. 





	We see him subject to the authority of the Lord in,  Matthew. 4: 1-10. It is interesting to note that Jesus was led to this place by the Spirit for this express purpose. Satan’s role as tempter is clearly seen in these verses. Notice that Jesus overcame him by an act of will, he did not entertain the temptation for an instant. Many times we fail here, we will entertain the thought, and mull it over in our mind until we cannot resist. Jesus completes the victory by quoting the Scripture, this may be the most important tool that the Christian can use in his fight against Satan. The next method that Jesus uses is rebuke, but we must be very careful here, the Lord has the power to back up what he says, we do not. Satan is a powerful spirit and we are not in his class, those who think that they can successfully rebuke or hold any power over Satan are treading on thin ice, this is a very dangerous game. Jude. 1: 9. Yet Michael the archangel, when contending with the devil he disputed about the body of Moses, durst not bring against him a railing accusation, but said, “The Lord rebuke thee”.





	There is another mission that Satan is very good at, first he opposed God for the throne of heaven, then he tried to keep Jesus from being the Savior in the temptation, but his major work is catching away the word of God after it is sown. Luke. 8: 11-12.   


The Apostle Paul warned of this principal in, 2Corinthians. 4: 3-6.  Why is it that as soon as someone begins to take an interest in spiritual things there is always something that vies for their attention? Why is it that when they come to church and the word begins to have an affect and they begin to see their need, the baby cries or the young child acts up or there is some other disturbance? Have you ever noticed that as soon as someone begins to show an interest in their spiritual welfare that all of a sudden there are “Christians” or “preachers” of some other brand of religion? The result is that they are led away from the truth and fed a lie. This is Satan’s work and he is very good at it.





	The Devil has his angels also. Matthew. 25: 41.  Notice that they are “his” angels, they belong to him and he commands them as he will. He is their leader and it is likely that he was a leader in heaven also; many believe that he was an archangel, which is very likely for the scripture hints at his role as a role of leadership before he fell. 


In Revelation. 12: 2-3 he is referred to as the “Great Red Dragon”. And the stars of heaven that are drawn by him in Ver.3.  most likely refer to the angels who followed him in rebellion. Their numbers are great as we can see by the amount of stars that were drawn, a full one third. This force of angels are referred to by the Lord as devils, or unclean spirits, Matthew. 10: 1.---Luke. 4: 33.  These names all refer to the same kind of spirit being. Matthew. 16: 21-23 shows Satan as the opposer of God and his works and the unholy influence he has on man as he seeks to do God’s will. As we can see by Peter’s experience, Satan works by using the desires of men and enhancing them. He blinded Peter to the real purpose of Jesus death, using the strong emotion of love as a master craftsman uses a favorite tool. Notice that the rebuke of the Lord was not to Peter, but to Satan, the real influence behind Peter’s words. 





In Luke. 22: 31-32  the Lord reveals to Peter that Satan had a desire to test him. Again Peter failed Ver. 33-34.  We can see that the prayer of the Lord prevails, for he had prayed for Peter, notice that he did not deliver him from the temptation, but his prayer was that he would be granted strength to weather the storm. Ver. 32. 





	Though the Devil may influence God’s people, it is much worse for those who are not saved. Satan is able to take them at his will. 1Peter. 5: 8. And the power that he has over them is awesome, this is clearly understood when we see the role he played in the dealings of Judas. Luke. 22: 2-4.  
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