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Acts 10

Key Verse: Ver.34 “God is no respecter of persons”

Too many times we discount those of other faiths and beliefs as being capable of being saved. It makes no difference if a person has no religious beliefs, or whether they are a very religious person. Both classes of people have one thing in common; the need of salvation. Many times, on a personal basis, we put people of other beliefs out of our sphere of witnessing. Hindu, Buddhist, Baptist, Pentecostal, we see them as having strong beliefs in their own faith and therefore give up on them as far as our being able to be of a witness to them. The Bible contains many instances of people of other beliefs being converted and saved. If they are not saved, it makes no difference what they believe, they are every bit as much in need of salvation as the unbeliever. God has one plan for all and none are excluded from His offer of salvation. 2Peter 3:9 In this verse, God has recorded not one, but two imperatives for our edification. The words “any” and “all” are imperatives. If He is not willing that “any” should perish, but that “all” should come to repentance, this tells us that no one is a lost cause, as long as they draw breath.
God also has a specific messenger to carry out His plan. That messenger is His church, as seen in, Mark 16:15 He appeared to His church after His resurrection and gave them what we call the Church Commission. These are the marching orders for His church. Notice that their directive is to preach the Gospel to every creature. None are to be excluded and this naturally includes those of other beliefs.

There are times in the ministry that we don’t see why He has chosen to start a work in a certain place. A place comes to my mind in this respect; the place in Alaska I lived in that God chose as a place to start a work. He sent a missionary, who began by witnessing to those around him and the result was astonishing…people got saved. What was all the more astonishing was that the place that this missionary was sent was almost three thousand miles from his home in Colorado, to an “end of the road” community in far off Alaska. Human reasoning would never have thought of starting a mission work there, there were very very few people; but God knew that this very small community was going to grow, and grow it did, with many being added to this new church.
This was the case with Peter and his Judaistic view of his new found Christianity. God had to shake him loose of his preconceived ideas and prejudices. 

Ver. 1-4.
Cornelius was not the leader of an Italian musical group! (That’s a little joke)



He was the Roman Centurion in charge of a band of Roman soldiers from 

Italy. A centurion was a captain over 100 men, hence the name “centurion.”


A.
Though he was  a very religious man, he was not saved. Ver. 2


1.
Because of Ver. 37 we know that he had heard of Jesus.


B.
The is a world full of people who have heard of Jesus, but are not



saved…why?


1.
The answer to this seeming perplexing question is found in 



1Corinthians 1:21. Preaching is the tool that God uses to save fallen man,



Just knowing about Jesus is not enough. The Apostle Paul puts this in



perspective in Romans 1:16.

2.
Cornelius was a very pious man; many Christians do not reach his level of



Dedication. What a blessing could be ours if our prayers and giving reached



the extent of his. Ver.4.
Ver.5-8.
In these verses we see a very important principal in at work in the lives of



God’s people. This is the principle that God works on both ends. This is the



reason that obedience is so important on the part of the Christian. If God



leads us, we can be sure he is working on the other end to accomplish His



will.


A.
In Ver. 5-8 he prepares Cornelius. Starting in Ver.9 he prepares to send Peter



on a mission to preach to Cornelius. No preacher can be effective unless he



understands this principal.
Ver.9-17.
In these verses Peter’s vision unfolds. The Lord shows him all of the food



that had been Levitically banned in regard to Jewish religious tradition. In his



vision these are represented as beasts and creeping things. In Verses 12-13 he



is commanded to eat.

A.
This was designed to show Peter that the ban had been lifted by God. Peter



was now in a new dispensation. In this new dispensation, the old Jewish



religious traditions were to be put away. This included the Jewish custom of



being defiled by association with gentiles and Peter understood it to be



exactly this.


1.
This concept is as stifling to the Cause if Christ today as it was then. The old



Jewish customs and practices must be put away, for they were but “types” of

things yet to come. 1Corinthians 13:9-13 makes this very clear. In the times



before Christ, the Jews were commanded to keep the laws of Moses. These



laws depicted types of things yet to come, which Christ fulfilled and did



away with.

2.
Jesus spoke to the Jews of His day about this very concept in, Joh 5:39


Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are



they which testify of me.
Ver.18-23
While the message is fresh in Peter’s mind, the messengers from Cornelius



arrive. This is the way God works in His missionary efforts. He could have



brought Cornelius to Peter, but the spirit of missions is to “GO.” “Go into all



the world.” It was this was with Paul and Ananias, Phillip and the Eunuch.
Ver.24-33.
Here Cornelius recounts his vision before Peter. Peter, upon hearing the



Vision, is no longer in doubt about his own vision and why he is here.


A.
In verses 26-26 we see Peter refuse the worship of Cornelius. These verses go



a long way toward refuting the catholic concept of Peter being the first Pope.



Popes, down through the ages have accepted and sought the worship of their



followers.


1.
In Ver.33 we see the picture of a surrendered sinner, ready to hear God’s



truth. In Ver. 34 peter utters the words that show us and the world that God



makes no class, race, or color distinctions Peter understands this and it is



recorded in these verses for us to come to the same conclusion.


2.
For us to give in to the very human trait of being bigoted, is to stand in the



way of God’s salvation. This is what Jesus denounced the Pharisees for. 


Mat.23:13.
Ver.35-43
Here we see peter obedient to his commission and calling, he preached



salvation through Jesus to Cornelius.


 A.
Neither debate, nor doctrine, works, or argument can accomplish God’s



purpose in the lives of the lost.
Ver.44-48.
As we have shown before when we studied the scripture that said that the



Holy Ghost fell upon them; this is not the baptism of the Holy Spirit, nor is it



the second blessing of grace, this teaching is a perversion of these scriptures.


A.
What this is, is an extension of the power of Pentecost, given to the first



church. This is the very same power given to the church at Jerusalem, and is



now extended to the Gentiles.

1.
As we showed before, this power was given to the church and can never be



repeated. It was never given to individuals. What we see here is the POWER


of Pentecost, not the actual event.


3.
To believe different is to believe a lie, because we would then be asked to



believe that they were baptized in the Holy Spirit BEFORE their water



baptism, which had not happened yet, but we soon to follow. It is entirely



irresponsible to God’s Word to assert this perversion.


B.
The Scripture speaks of the “unity of the Spirit,” which simply means that



there is no division in that. He does not teach one thing in one place and



another contradictory thing in another. Ephesians 4:3 Endeavoring to keep



the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 


4 There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your



calling; 


5 One Lord, one faith, one baptism.


To teach that this is the baptism of the Holy Spirit, is to teach contrary to



scripture that there are two baptisms, because these people were later



baptized in water. There is only one baptism, as to kind. In other words, only 



one kind of baptism.
