Acts 13
Klamath River California

April 27, 2008

This chapter begins the record of Paul’s missionary journeys. By the time we finish studying about Paul’s mission efforts, we will have a real sense of how much harder mission work was for him and others, compared to mission work today.

The designation of Herod as “tetrarch” in Ver.1 is simply an ancient form of title which means, a subordinate ruler, one of four joint rulers; a governor of one of four divisions of a country or province, especially in ancient times.
The “Antioch” of Ver.1 is not the same place as the “Antioch” of Ver.14. The city in ver.1 is the same city that we visited in our last lesson. Antioch was at one time the third-largest city in the Roman Empire, after Alexandria in Egypt, and Rome itself. There were a number of other cities by the same name, so this Antioch was known as Antioch on the Orontes (i.e. the Orontes River, along which it was located), or Antioch of Syria (or Syrian Antioch), to distinguish it from, for example, Pisidian Antioch which was located to the north in what is today Turkey.

Ver.1.

Barnabus and Paul spent a considerable amount of time here. Paul even



used it as a starting point for many of his missionary journeys. 

A.
The time Paul spent here resulted in a great church being established, it



was well grounded and composed of both Jews and gentiles.
Ver.2-3.
At this time, about ten years had passed since Paul’s conversion on the



road to Damascus. In these verses, Paul is ordained by the church at



Antioch to do the work that God had called him to do.


A.
If we compare Ver2. To Acts 26:16-18, we will see the work that God had



called him to is outlined by Paul himself.

1.
Please notice that I have underlined the words, “by the church,” when



showing that Paul was ordained. These three words are going to become



very important to our study.


2.
God had told Paul the nature of his work years before, now he calls on His



church at Antioch to recognize, authorize, and empower this missionary



effort.


B.
Ordaining men to the ministry is an official function of a New Testament



Church. Neither mission boards, nor conferences, nor denominational



headquarters have this authority; the authority rests in His local church.

1.
This is God’s way, and it is all of faith, anything else is man’s way.


C.
It is paramount that we keep in mind that the Book of Acts is a record of



the early churches, and as such, it serves as our guide for procedure.


1.
If you look back to ver.1 you will see the context that this is written in. It



was written to show what happened in the Church at Antioch. This is not



merely a gathering of 
Christians, it is an organized local church. This



becomes very important for us to understand today because there are



groups of Christians that wrongly think that things that were given as



church functions are ok to practice in a personal sense. I should probably



expand on this very important truth so that there is no mistaking what we



call Church Authority. 


There is a certain authority vested in a New testament Church that is not



resident in any other body, like a mission board, or in any single


individual.

2.
Let’s look at a couple of examples: Ephesians 1:22.  “And hath put all



Things 
under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the



church.”


Ephesians 3:21 “Unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus



Throughout All ages, world without end. Amen.”

3.
The church is the body of Christ on earth, as such, it has authority and



power. God has ordained that His wisdom on earth is resident in His



church; Ephesians 3:10. “To the intent that now unto the principalities



and powers in heavenly places might be known by the church the



manifold wisdom of God.”
Ok, I got a little off track in regard to our text, but this is important teaching concerning the church, what it is, what it is to do and where its authority comes from.

Ver.4-5.
Notice in Ver.4 that being sent forth by the Holy Ghost is synonymous



with being sent forth by the church.


A.
In Ver.2 the Scripture said that the Holy Ghost directed the church to set



Barnabus and Paul aside for a specific work. Then the church fasted and



prayed, and laid their hands on them, (showing that the church authorized



and empowered them,) then they sent them away.

1.
Now in Ver.4 it says that the Holy Ghost sent them away; a contradiction?


They had fasted and prayed, and laid their hands on them, (showing that



the church sanctioned their mission work.) Then they sent them away. Is



this a contradiction? Not at all. Believers, acting in church capacity, is the



same as an action by the Holy Ghost, because they do what



they do under the direction of the Holy Ghost. Matthew.16:18-19 shows



the authority given to His church.

2.
When the church makes a decision, it reflects the will of God, this is the



function of the Holy Ghost in residence in both personal capacity in



believers, as well as resident as the power of God in his church. It is as



binding as if God had acted directly. In short, God honors decisions made



by His church, because those decisions reflect His will as determined by



His Holy Spirit. 1Corinthians 2:13 “Which things also we speak, not in



the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost



teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual.”

B.
Ver.5 is the beginning of Paul’s first missionary journey, many more



will follow this first one. John-Mark is with them at this time, doubtless to



help because of Paul’s poor health.


1.
From Antioch to Selucia is but a short distance, at Selucia they boarded a



ship for Cyprus. Upon reaching Salamis on the island of Cyprus, they



found synagogues and preached to the Jews.

Ver.6-12.
On the western end of the island of Cyprus they encountered a sorcerer in



a town called Paphos. Ver.6. he is called a false prophet and he was also a


Jew. He was a man of some importance as seen by his position in Ver.7.

A.
Ver.8 makes it very clear who and what this man was. In that he sought to



turn the deputy away from the faith preached by Paul, he stands as a type



of false preacher, just like those today, that seek to turn people from the



truth preached by the local church. Paul is representing the church at



Antioch, and is a missionary out of that church.

1.
Remember this from last week’s lesson; One Lord, One Faith, One



baptism. There is only one faith, as to kind; one kind of faith, not many.

2.
It could be rightly said that any so called church, or preacher today that



preaches contrary to the faith once delivered to the saints, is a false



prophet or even a sorcerer. Jude 1:3. “Beloved, when I gave all diligence



to write unto you of the common salvation, it was needful for me to write



unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the faith


which was once delivered unto the saints.”

a.
There is simply no denying that there are churches that preach a different



brand of “truth” than what Paul, or even Jesus, preached.


b.
In this context, the words of Paul to this false prophet are very applicable



to false preachers today: Ac 13:10 “And said, O full of all subtilty and all



mischief, thou child of the devil, thou enemy of all righteousness, wilt



thou not cease to pervert the right ways of the Lord?”

B.
Even a small church with few members can stand as a bastion for the truth



once delivered to the saints, but conversely, any church will fall, as surely



as there is a God, the moment it allows just one false preacher in its midst.


1.
Ver.11 is a stunning example of God’s power to remove all obstacles



from the path of His mission work.

a.
The results of Paul’s preaching, and of the power of God displayed



through him, is plainly seen in Ver.12.
Ver.14-41.
In Ver.13 John Mark departs from Paul and Barnabus, having had some



sort of disagreement with Paul. The reason for the disagreement is not



given in these verses, but is made plain in later lessons. This event strained



relations between Paul and Barnabus as we will see later.


A.
In Ver.14 Barnabus and Paul depart Perga and sail by ship to Pisidia,



which is the modern day Turkey. Once ashore at Pisidia, they continue on



foot to Antioch of Pisidia. This is the “other Antioch” we mentioned



before. The population was Greek, Roman, and a large Jewish segment



also. The city lies in ruins today. It is here in Antioch of Pisidia that Paul


was to preach what many have called, “the great sermon.”

1.
They enter a synagogue and sit for the reading of the scripture, after which


they are asked to speak and interpret what was read. Ver.15.

a.
Asking a preacher to interpret is like waving a red flag at a bull.


B.
Paul begins his sermon in Ver.16. In his sermon he preached the history of



Israel, from the Exodus to the Cross. He ended by preaching faith in Jesus



for salvation and forgiveness of sins.


1.
Paul shows in Ver.41 that this scripture has been fulfilled. The results of it



being fulfilled can be seen to this very day in the rejection of Christ by the



Jews.


2.
Ver.45 is typical of what missionaries must deal with in their ministry;



envy because the truth brings positive results. The Jews enjoyed no such



popularity in their preaching.


C.
In Ver.46 we see a very important principle spoken by Paul as a result of



the unbelief and envy of these Jews. This is the lot of all unbelievers that



will not accept the testimony of Jesus.


D.
Notice that by their unbelief that they judged themselves unworthy of



eternal life.


1.
Paul makes it very clear that the Gospel was to first go to the Jews. God



had ordained this from the beginning and showed it by all his prophets.



Once the Jews had rejected the “job” so-to-speak, Paul shows them that he



has been commanded to turn instead to the gentiles, who will, from this



time on, carry the Gospel to a lost and dying world. Ver.47.
In verse 50 Paul and Barnabus suffer persecution for their stand, but they have

accomplished their mission here, now they move on to Iconium.
