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Last week we left Paul and Barnabus at Iconium after being driven out of Antioch of Pisidia. In Iconium they operated in the same way they had at Antioch; they preached right in the synagogue.
Ver.1.

What could they have said that affected the people so?


A.
Remember, they have been sent out by their church on a missionary



journey. Remember also that the Holy Spirit is the teacher in a New



Testament Church, but he is much more than that, he is also the power of



God to accomplish His will in church capacity. It is He that inspires the



words that Paul and Barnabus speak and empower those words.


1.
The Holy Spirit is also the force that convicts men of sin through the



preaching of the Word. So it was a combination of the sermons and



teaching that Paul and Barnabus accomplished, coupled with the power of



the Holy Spirit that resulted in a “great multitude believing.” The Holy



Spirit, acting in church capacity assured the success of their mission.

2.
Every successful church mission work today has utilized and understood



this very important concept; the power to convince and convict is not ours



it is resident in the person of the Holy Spirit. John 16:12
Ver.2-5.
We notice in these verses that nothing has changed from Paul’s time to our



time. The opposition to God’s Word and the Truth always comes from the



religionist. They are never content to simply preach their brand of religion,



but they must actively move others away from the truth. Religion is no



match for the Truth, therefore they must try to subvert those who might



believe the Truth.

A.
Subversion of people’s minds is an effective tool of false religion,



therefore the Apostles actively fought against this influence. Ver.3

1.
The result of the two factions both working to influence the people is seen



in a sharp division of the multitude. Ver.4

a.
When the Jews realized that their subversion was not working the way



they had intended, they then resort to violence. Ver.5

B.
It is important to understand that mission work and effectively preaching



God’s Word does not always result in multitudes being saved. God’s word



has as its goal a secondary purpose, division! Matthew 10:34-36

1.
This concept used to puzzle me as a young Christian, but the certainty of it



is explained in John 2:19 


a.
We don’t need to worry about separating sheep from goats, or trying to



decide who is saved and who is not. If we simply preach the whole Truth,



the Word will either save or divide, and pretenders will be shown for what



they are.
Ver.6-7.
The Apostles, being aware of the plans to stone them, now leave both



Iconium and its persecution behind and move on to Lystra, Derbe, cities of



Lyconia, their mission has been accomplished here.

A.
The persecution that they experienced in both Iconium and Antioch did



not deter them one bit. One reaching Lystra they boldly set out to preach



again.
Ver.8-18.
Here an important negative point is made that we would do well to take



note of. Paul heals the impotent man, one who had never walked in his



life, a genuine miracle.

A.
The point to be made is that although these people had heard Paul preach,



many had not believed his preaching. Heathen religion always needs the



tangible to believe. The truth is never enough. Now they are ready to



Deify both Paul and Barnabus, and all because of the miracle Paul



performed.


1.
In Ver.15 Paul is quick to short circuit this volatile situation. He will not



allow them to worship him, but instead uses this situation as an



opportunity to preach the Gospel to them.

a.
There are so called preachers today that would have used this miracle to



their own ends, wrongly thinking that the end justifies the means, which it



never does.

Ver.19-20.
The opposition to God’s Word is not content to stop Paul’s witness in their



own towns of Antioch and Iconium. Now they have traveled here to



Lyconia with the express intent of killing the Apostles. These Jews now



succeed in stoning Paul and leaving him for dead. Notice that they do this



with the help of the very people who had just been ready to deify Paul and



Barnabus. But Paul is not dead, as they suppose. This again is verification



of the credentials of an Apostle; Luke 10:19
Ver.21-25.
What boldness and Christian courage are displayed by Paul and Barnabus



in returning to the very same places where they had almost been killed for



preaching the Word of God.

A.
But their work in these cities is not finished. It is never enough to simply



preach and see souls saved without going on to teach and properly ground



the new disciples in the faith. This is a crucial part of mission work and in



Ver.22 we see that they took their work seriously.


1.
The results of doing mission work properly is seen in Ver.23. Churches



were established in each place they had visited. They also ordained



preachers from those respective works to lead the new churches after the



missionaries had left.

Ver.26.
Now, their mission work complete, they return to Antioch and the



sponsoring church that had sent them out.


A.
Were they successful in this missionary endeavor? The latter clause of



Ver.26 tells us that they were.
Ver.27.
Upon their return to their home church they gathered the church together



and gave their report of the missionary journey. This is our guide and this



is why we still do mission work in this manner today. Notice that they did



not report to any mission board or convention headquarters, they reported



to the local church. The commission to preach the Gospel and do mission



work is the sole prerogative of the local church; no other organization has



the authority to do these things. Ephesians 1:22.  “And hath put all



Things 
under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the



church.” 
A missionary is responsible to, and answers only to, God and the church that sent him out. Any missionary that allows himself to be sent out by any organization other than a New Testament local church is not fit for the ministry. He does not understand the basics of “church authority.”

The way mission work is done today, through mission boards and conferences, would keep Paul from doing mission work today because of his health. We must remember that God’s call to preach is direct, not through any mission board or denominational headquarters.

Missionaries that allow themselves to be sent out by any mission board are in effect worshipping men, because it is men that are sending them out and they are usurping the perogative of Almighty God. These men do not even have any justification for their mission board. There is nowhere in the bible that speaks of any mission board, or teaches about any denominational headquarters.
