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We need to detail a couple more points left from last week's lesson in chapter 15. We begin this lesson in Acts 15:36-41.
Paul and Barnabus now plan to return to the mission works they started on their first missionary journey. Ver.36
In Ver.37-38 Barnabus wants to take John Mark with them, But Paul argues with him about John's dependability, he had left them once, so Paul has his doubts.

Chapter 13:13 


A.
 Those that would be of help on any mission field must also have a 



burning desire 
to Serve God regardless of the problems.

1.
Anything short of total dedication will surely fail.  2Timothy 4:10 Shows 


the problems that can crop up from less than total dedication.

B.
It is much worse for the missionary to count on someone and then have 


him turn back than if he had no one from the beginning. This breeds 


discouragement from 
the beginning.

1.
 John had proven himself undependable and Paul, like every missionary, 


must be capable of making spiritual decisions that will give the mission 


effort every chance of succeeding.

2.
This in no way meant that John Mark was of no use to the Lord. It simply 


meant that he did not have the heart for the work when he was with Paul 


before. He is used in a great way in the future.


Ver.39-41       This may have been one way that the Holy Spirit would use an adverse 


situation to the Glory of God. This way there were still two teams going 


out, but to different places, which would spread the work out considerably.

Ver.39-41       The wording in Ver.39 is very strong and meant to convey the thought of 


bitterness and strife, two adjectives that have no place in Christian service.

A.      
They could have gone their own way without the contention.

1.      
But we cannot fault either man for his convictions, nor should we judge 


either for his decision. The missionary whom God has called to a work 



cannot defer his judgment to another in spiritual decisions. 2Timothy 4:5 


makes 
the missionary's job and accountability plain. Colossians 4:17.

B.
 At a later date and in another work, Paul changes his mind about John 


Mark. 
2Timothy 4:11. Mark had proved himself by this time and the 


Holy Spirit had impressed this on Paul.

Chapter 16
Ver. 1-5.
 Now Paul begins his second missionary journey. This work is authorized 


by the church at Antioch. Chapter 15:40.

A.
 At this time Timotheus joins Paul Being "well reported of", simply 


means 
that he had a good relationship with the church at Lystra. They 


knew him and knew of his desire to help Paul.


1.
It is imperative that the church know their missionary, even if he is to be a



helper.

Ver.4.

The “decrees” spoken of in this verse are the same as were given in



chapter 15:29. We also see in Ver.5 that these decrees had the desired



effect. The churches were strengthened.

Ver.6-8.
Paul and his company now attempt to carry their work into Asia Minor.



But they encounter closed doors. In Ver.7.  they make another attempt, but



it becomes very clear that the Holy Spirit is not in agreement when He



turns them back again.

Ver.9-10.
Now we see that God has a very specific job for them and in exactly the



opposite direction from the one they originally took.

A.
Paul recognizes the voice of His lord and responds in a positive manner.

1.
It is interesting to note here that, although this entire account is written in



the second person, we see in Ver.10.  the definite article “we” and “us”,



that the writer inserted. This reinforces the belief by many that Luke is the



writer of the book of Acts and that he is with Paul on his journey.

Ver.11-15.
They now enter into a ship and set sail for Macedonia. Ver.11.   And in



Ver.12 they arrive at Philippi, one of the chief cities of Macedonia. Luke



says that this city was also a colony, meaning a colony of Rome. Ver.21.

A.
Immediately Paul goes to a local place of worship. Once there he



conversed with the people that went there to pray. This might seem



strange since they were not Christians, but we might liken it to using every



means that God gives us to preach the Word.


1.
This is where the locals were and Paul had a mission in this place to



preach to them. Not only that, but he had a vision and saw a man of this



place asking him for help. Ver.8.

2.
Paul speaks in another place of this principal. If we are to have an



influence on others, we must not hold ourselves apart from them. Let’s



look at what Paul says regarding this principal. 1Corinthians 9:19-23.

a.
Paul is showing us that it is right and beneficial to observe the customs of



other as long as it doesn’t conflict with God’s Word, in other words, be



sociable, but do not compromise.


B.
Simple conversation can be a powerful testimony. It is ever so much better



than the custom of some so-called Christians that almost browbeat others



with what they call their testimony.


1.
In Ver.14 we see the results of Paul’s method. Notice that it says, “whose



heart the Lord opened.” We do well to remind ourselves that it is God



working through us that accomplishes anything positive. So through



simple conversation Paul is able to allow the Holy Spirit to work in the



heart of this woman.
Timing is everything, for instance, we repent when God calls, not when we choose. 

The methods and examples we see in Acts are to be used as guidelines. They are meant to be used within a given set of circumstances, as God directs. For instance, the scripture directs pastors to “reprove, rebuke, exhort,” but that does not mean all at once. It is to be understood in the context of ‘as the occasion presents itself.’
