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Paul and Silas have come to Philippi in Macedonia after having seen a vision of a man begging for help from that country. At first glance it doesn’t appear that there is much being accomplished here, but as we study we will see that just the opposite is true.

Ver.14-15.
The baptism of Lydia shows us in short that a mission work was started



here. I say this to remind you that baptism is one of the ordinances of a



New Testament church. A person is baptized into a church, baptism is the



door to New Testament church membership.


A.
This is evidently the work that eventually became the Philippian church.



At a later time, Philippians 1:1 makes reference to this church and speaks



as if it is a true, local, New Testament church.


B.
Lydia and her household and the Philippian jailer would comprise a “nucleus”


1.
This nucleus is invaluable to the missionary. It makes it even easier if any



Nucleus goes to the mission field with the missionary. This is the way our



church at Two Rivers Alaska was started. Two men and their families felt the



call to accompany our missionary pastor to His work and help. One served as



the church treasurer, while the other taught Adult Sunday school.

Ver.16-18.
This woman spoke the truth, but in a very mocking way. Being possessed with



a spirit of divination means that she was possessed by an evil spirit.


A.
This spirit is still with us today. Today, as then, these spirits take the form of



religion, just as this woman did.


1.
They mock the great doctrines of God’s Word: Grace, Salvation, Baptism and



Security.


B.
In Ver.18 we see Paul speak to this demon, even though to those around he



would appear to be speaking to her alone. The result is that this demon is cast



out and the woman set free.


1.
The same thing is accomplished today when we preach the Gospel and people



are saved. False religion enslaves the masses, just as this woman was enslaved.


2.
It is the job of the church to free the enslaved wherever we find them. 



John 8:32  “And ye shall know the truth and the truth shall make you free.”
Ver.19-24.
Her masters were not pleased that Paul and Silas had taken their livelihood



away. They wanted revenge and used the courts to accomplish this end.



Ver.21.

A.
The charge that was brought against them was sedition. They told the



magistrate that Paul and Silas had taught things contrary to Roman law.



Ver.20-21.

1.
They had come to this city for one reason only and that was to preach the



Gospel not to delve into politics. Ver.10. Now they find themselves beaten



and jailed, literally for being faithful and preaching the Gospel.


B.
The application of this principal for us today is as a warning. When our



preaching comes between the ungodly and their financial gain, they will



slander and lie to discredit God’s people and His Word.

Ver.25-28.
Here Paul and Silas sing praises amidst their affliction. What a testimony to



God’s providence and Grace.


A. 
It is interesting to note that the scripture takes time to say that, “the prisoners



heard them.” Such a small observation, and yet it is such a powerful testimony


1.
After the earthquake, the keeper of the prison feared for his life, supposing



that the prisoners were all gone. It was Roman custom to kill the jailer or make



Him serve the prisoners sentence if they escaped on his watch.


B.
It is going to become evident that more than just the prisoners heard the



disciples’ singing praises to God, but the jailer also heard them.

Ver.29-31.
In these verses we see the evidence of the success of their hymns. 



“What must I do to be saved,” is one of the most poignant verses in the Bible.


A.
The jailer saw his need, knew of his need, and acknowledged his need. Paul’s



answer to the question is the same as ours must be, for there is no other answer



that will serve. “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.”

B.
There is an important concept here that is all too often glossed over. What was



it that he was to believe about the Lord Jesus Christ?


1.
All too often, well meaning Christians will repeat something of this nature and



think that they have fulfilled their obligation. It is all to easy and wrong to



answer with this type of a response to a valid question when someone asks



what they need to do. I have heard Christians say, “if you have Jesus in your



heart, then you are saved.” This is much too trite. The need to confess sin and



repent is all too often overlooked.


2.
Paul shows us the proper way in this respect in Ver. 32. He explained and



preached about the Lord.

Ver.33-34.
These are just two verses that we use as an example of how church ordinances



are patterned after the biblical example. We see in these verses that Baptism



follows salvation, it does not precede it nor does baptism save. Salvation was



first by this example.


A.
Baptism is not something to be put off for very long, it is our public profession



of what God has done in our hearts and it is also the door to church



membership. This is not to be taken lightly, it is serious business.

Ver.35-40.
Now the magistrates would have them set free without any commotion. But



Paul would have none of this secrecy. Ver.37.

A. 
When Paul sends word to the magistrates that they had beaten and jailed



uncondemned Roman citizens, the magistrates were very afraid. To beat and



jail a Roman citizen that was not condemned would have incurred the wrath



of Caesar. They didn’t want any part of this, so they went and set them free



themselves, as Paul had asked.



So we can see that although Paul and Silas met with opposition and



imprisonment, still they were able to make the best of a bad situation and be



an effective witness to the salvation of God, even in the worse of



circumstances.

