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Paul and his company have left Philippi under very adverse conditions. They have had to deal with demons, false religion, and a government that was violently opposed to the preaching of the Gospel. These very same forces oppose God’s people today. We can take heart and comfort from chapter sixteen, because we see that amid the opposition and affliction they suffered, there was also victory. There was also the matchless and unequaled satisfaction o having had a part in God’s plan. They had seen people saved through their preaching and a church established.

Ver.1.

Now they arrive at Thessalonica and immediately on the Sabbath day they are found in the


Synagogue. Their zeal is impressive.

Ver.2.

Paul, as a soldier of the cross, carries the battle to the enemy, in his own camp. This is not a


physical battle, but rather a spiritual one.

A.
There is a whole lesson in just this action. We are to be spiritually militant. Jesus said to “go,” not wait.


Too many Christians want to wait for sinners to come to them. This is not the spirit of mission work.

1.
How does the every day Christian take the spiritual battle to the enemy? It is simple, ask God for souls,


ask Him to provide opportunities and then watch for those opportunities. John 14:14. “If ye shall ask 
anything in my name, I will do it.”
Ver.3.

Paul preaches that the Messiah of the Jews had to suffer. This was because the Jews did not


believe in a suffering Messiah, but a politically victorious one. This was, and still is the major


stumbling block that


keeps Jews from coming to Christ. Paul was wise to pick this subject; they needed to hear the truth.

A.
Psalm 22 details the suffering of the Jewish Messiah. But the Jews never could see it. This needs some


explanation. The prophets were read in Synagogue every Sabbath day, the Jews should have understood


what they taught, but instead they had their own ideas of what the Messiah should be when he came.


They could not see that the second coming of Christ, when he will rule and reign on earth, was what


they envisioned.

1.
But they were wrong and would not change their mind. Therefore they became “willfully blind.” Even


though the scripture was very clear that the first coming of Messiah was as a suffering Savior, their


national pride would not allow them to see it that way.

Ver.4.

In this verse we see the results of actively seeking the lost, it worked for Paul and it will work for


us also. The “some” that verse four speaks of are Jews. Some of the Jews believed and many of the


“Greeks,” or gentiles, and not a few women of the city.

Ver.5-7.  
False religion is never content to just try to subvert those who will listen. They are very


missionary in their efforts. 

Ver.5.
Envy is a powerful force for evil and these people were envious of Paul’s success. They vehemently


rejected Paul’s preaching, rejected the truth, and now they will stoop to any means to silence God’s


Word. They even resort to violence in their quest to silence Paul.

Ver.6.
They had heard of the effectiveness of Paul’s preaching in other cities. Now that Paul has come here,


these false religionists are afraid of losing their control over the people.

A.
They could not find Paul and Silas, so they bring Jason and his brethren to the rulers. They are accused


of harboring Paul and Silas, who they say are breaking Caesar’s law. 

1.
They are accused of turning the world upside down in other places and now intend to do it here in


Thessalonica.

B.
The preaching of the Gospel does turn the world upside down, at least in comparison to what it is now. 


It changes lives, draws families together and alters the history of nations.

1.
Before Christ the world had been in darkness, now Jesus has come, a light shining in the darkness.


Isa.9:2.

2.
In Ver.7 we see a deliberate perversion of what Paul preached.

3.
It is against everything we believe in to say that we preach against civil law. Romans. 13:1-2.
Ver.8.  These false religionists stirred up so much trouble with the rulers, as well as the people of the city, that


Paul and Silas had to leave.

Ver.10-12.
Paul doesn’t give up easily, immediately after these things we fins him right back in another


synagogue, this time in Berea. The Berean’s received his words honestly and the Word bore fruit.

A.
It is interesting to examine the different attitudes that Paul encountered in these two places.

1.
In Thessalonica there were “some” who believed. This would have been enough reason to go there. But


there is another reason; Acts. 13:46. None of the Jews in these places could say they had not heard. This


is further evidence that the Gospel was first committed to the Jews and they refused it, thus condemning


themselves.

B.
Acts.18:6 tells us that the Gospel must be preached to “all men”. But when they oppose themselves over


the matter of salvation, it is time to move on, for there are others who will accept our preaching.

1.
In Ver.12 we see much better results. These people were honest with the scripture and analyzed what


Paul told them. They received the Word of God, but only after searching the scriptures themselves.


This is ample instruction for us, especially today. Don’t take any man’s word for what the scripture


teaches, for there is no substitute for your understanding when guided by the Holy Spirit.

Ver.13-14.
In spite of this seeming success Trouble follows them even here. The Jews who had troubled


them at Thessalonica are not content to simply run them out of town. They follow them even here.

A.
False religion is not only missionary; it is militant in its purpose. Now Paul must leave the work once


again because of persecution, but leaves Silas and Timotheus to continue in his absence. Ver.14.
B.
In Ver.15 Paul arrives at Athens and immediately sends for Silas and Timotheus.

Ver.16-17.
Paul, never one to sit idyll, immediately sets out to speak out against the idolatry he see rampant


in the city. This is good instruction for us, many times when we encounter false religion, we tend to


avoid confrontation. Paul shows us another way. Where false religion abounds is ideal ground for


sowing the seeds of salvation. Remember, it is our job to sow the seed, another waters it, and yet another


gives the increase. It is only our job to sow, we are not responsible for the results, God is. 1Co 3:6-7.

A.
Paul makes opportunities to reason with the people. The word “disputed” in Ver.17 shows that he would


not tolerate their views, but actively worked to show them their error.

Ver.18.
Paul, faithful to his calling, preached Jesus to them. He did not argue from a human standpoint,


but instead used the scripture and preached Jesus for salvation. This confounded them, they didn’t know


what to answer.

A.
Both of these classes of people, by their religious beliefs, dealt with the emotions of men. Curiously, we


have these people with us today also.

1.
Epicurians believed that pleasure was good and pain was bad. This translates into todays; “if it feels


good, do it.”
2.
Stoics, literally means, destroyed emotion. It is where we get our word “stoic”, today. They were cold


hearted and believed that it showed weakness to show emotion.

We will continue on next week. As an “aside” and to show the terrible danger Paul was in we submit this historical note. Socrates lost his life here in Athens at a later date on the grounds of introducing strange, or foreign Gods.

