Acts 17

Part 2
 

Klamath River California
Sept 14, 2008
Our text is: Acts. 17:16-34.
Ver.19-21.
Paul is now taken before the highest court in Athens for preaching Jesus. This is not a trial, but rather, a


hearing. This court convened in a place called Areopagus; this is from the Greek, “Ares”, denoting the Greek


god of war. “Mars Hill”, is the Latin name for the same place. 

A.
It may seem strange to preach in the highest court in the land, but God really does work in strange


ways. They may be strange only because we never thought of them. 

1.
The authorities, by asking him to explain the doctrine he was preaching to the people, opened the door


for Paul to preach here also, which he does.

B.
We remember that Paul was chosen of God to preach before Gentiles, Kings, and the children if Israel.


We see this commission in Acts. 9:15. Who would have thought that a way would be made to preach to the


leaders of this city through their own court system?

C.
The ministry of Paul was not an easy one; it came about just as God had said it would, but certainly not


in any way that we could have foreseen, such as through Paul’s eloquence or imposing presence. Although hard


for us to understand, Paul knew where his strength lay and made full use of it. He said; “My strength is made


perfect in weakness.”  2Corinthians 12:9.
1.
The Gospel that Paul preached brought him persecution, imprisonment and torture, but through these he


was able to preach to those that were unreachable by any other means.

2.
Is this applicable to us today? I believe it is because God’s word is always fresh and new. His written Word is


as eternal and true as His living Word. Paul teaches us by example here that we must use every opportunity, no


matter how adverse the situation may be.  2Timothy 4:2.
D.
In Athens at this time, their once valid quest for truth had given way to a passion for novelty. This is a graphic


picture of America today. But even in this type of situation there are opportunities for God’s people to be


effective. 
1.
In your own personal sphere of influence there are probably people who only you have the personality or


understanding to deal with. If God brings us together with someone with spiritual needs, we need to be ready


to act. God knew of this kind of situation before the foundation of the world, knew you would meet or be


thrown in close contact with certain people. Some people call this destiny, the bible calls it predestination.
2.
Predestination is not a bad word. There are things that God foreknew, simply because he is God and all


knowing. If he knew some things before they happened, He can work to bring them about by any means,


including using you and I as tools to accomplish his will. 

3.
In our text it is safe to say that God knew beforehand that Paul would be at Athens and therefore he worked


behind the scenes to bring about this opportunity to preach to those that could not be reached by any other


means. Notice in Verse 17 that Paul uses this opportunity for God’s purposes. The opportunity was what these


people believed, so Paul set out to show them the error of their belief.
E.
We notice in Verse 21 that these people were intellectuals; this is a class of people that have, for the most part,


always been obstinately opposed to the concept of God. This situation exists today also. But Paul shows us that


the Gospel is for all men, for there is no difference. All are lost.
1.
God makes no class distinctions as far as lost mankind goes, all are equally lost. Paul’s mission as a missionary


of a New Testament church was to, “preach the Gospel to every creature.” Mark 16:15.
Ver.22.
Today men seem to think that this bible is not applicable to today’s modern world. But men need to


understand that God is not a creature of time, as we are. He is the great and ever present, “I Am.”
A.
Ephesians 2:5-7.  makes this concept clear. Notice that this verse speaks as if my present salvation was an


accomplished fact from eternity past. I enjoy my salvation now, because I am a creature of time, but as far as


God is concerned, he can speak of the future as if it were now. In eternity this verse will not be old, for it will


apply to me then, just as if it were now.
1.
Almost two thousand years ago, Paul said to these people, “ye are too superstitious.”  As we look around this


world today, we can say the very same thing of those around us.

Ver.23.
These people had an altar to, “The unknown God.”  Paul declares that the God of the bible is their


“unknown God.”  Men preach contradictions between denominations, yet claim to use the very same text from


the bible. Why is this? The answer to this question is not popular and will make you an outcast among supposed


Christians.
A.
I believe that this contradiction exists because unsaved men cannot abide the God of the bible, so they invent


creeds and doctrines and twist scriptures to suit themselves and the way they think it should be.

1.
Out of this; the hardness of their own hearts, comes the different organized religions we see today. They all


teach different doctrines concerning the same scriptures; it should be obvious that all cannot be right. Truth


stands on its own, it is not dependent on any to believe or disbelieve, it simply IS. Galatians 1:6-9.
B.
This unknown God is the very same God we preach today, just as Paul did in the past. Our God is not


changeable as the gods of unregenerate men is, He is the same yesterday, today and forever; Jesus Christ high


and lifted up, there is no other.

1.
Was there a point in time that Jesus was slain? Only as man measures time. The scripture speaks of Christ as the


“lamb slain from the foundation of the world.”  Revelation 13:8. We point this out to show the


unchangeableness of both God and scripture. To put this in context we have to ask, “How dare anyone change


what God has said?” I would not want to be standing in the shoes of anyone that would resume to change


what God has said. Revelation 22:18-19.
Ver.24.
We look at this verse with an eye toward what man has built and attributed to God. Paul tells them that


God does not dwell in temples made with hands. If this is true, then where does he dwell? He dwells in the


hearts of regenerated mankind. 2Corinthians 6:16.  “And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols?


For ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be


their God, and they shall be my people.”
A.
So what about these temples made with hands that we see on every side? They are the icons of false religion,


the great temples and cathedrals are the doing of man’s hands. Being that they teach perverted scripture they


support rebellion, perversion and the damnation of souls. Jeremiah 5:21-26. Is an apt description of these


religionists.
Ver.25.
Here we see that not only is God not in residence in temples made with hands, but he is also not


worshipped by the works of man’s hands. Idols are the works of man’s hands. An idol does not have to be a


statue, it can be anything that takes the place of God or that you and I put before God.

A.
These people that Paul preaches to had made this altar to the unknown god; this was the work of their hands


and they worshipped at something that they had made. This is the epitome of false worship, or idol worship.


Jeremiah 10:11-15. This is what God has to say about this kind of perversion.

1.
In these verses we see that God’s mercy goes far beyond human understanding; though unregenerate man hates


him, still he gives life and breath and all things.

Ver.26.
This is an astounding verse in the light of the discrimination we see rampant in the world today. Even


though man tries to be what he calls, “politically correct,” he falls far short of God’s purposes. 

A.
God tells us that all nations are of one blood. This tells me that man’s blood is unique on this earth and if this is


true, how can we discriminate between men?  We put ourselves in a dangerous position by the idea that we will


not preach to the black man, or yellow or red man. Of course in this politically correct world, we would not


actually say this, but we certainly do have our predjudices. God speaks of this situation in Ezekiel 33:6-9.
1.
God is not playing games where the eternal destiny of man is concerned, he is deadly serious.

2.
This supposedly great center of learning at Athens had demonstrated its ignorance of God. 1Corinthians 1:21.

This scripture describes them to a tee and also makes plain that Paul’s preaching would even save people of this


mindset.

Ver.27.
Speaks as if people are blindly “feeling” after a God they know nothing of, and this is an apt


description of lost mankind. Man’s questions are old; we may have even heard them asked: Who am I, why am


I here? The answers to these questions are not hidden, but we deceive ourselves by looking for the answers


within ourselves. The answer lies without. Jeremiah 10:23.
A.
When we should look within, at the sin that binds us, we always look outward, to cast blame elsewhere.

1.
We seek the truth, but not at the source of all truth: John 14:6. “Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth,


and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.” The definite article “the” in this verse, rules out any


other way, there is only one way and that way is Jesus crucified for our sin.

2.
We grope like blind men, but there is a remedy if we will just accept it. Isaiah 42:6-7.   Isaiah 42:16-17.
