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In our last lesson, Paul had spoken to the intellectuals on a subject that they had provided. That subject was supplied by the altar that they had built to “The Unknown God.” He spoke to then not with man’s wisdom, or philosophy, which is what they expected, but with the simple and powerful Word of God.
He spoke of sovereignty, creation, the Godhead, repentance, judgment, the resurrection and salvation. For the most part they mocked Paul and his doctrine. Chapter 17:32.  At that time Paul left them to their own devices, they would not accept the truth that Paul preached, so it was time to move on. His efforts were not without some success as seen by Acts 17:34.
Ver.1-3.
Paul now leaves Athens, destined for Corinth. Ver.1.  In Ver.2. He meets two people who were to be


of assistance to him and also to have a profound effect on the life of a great man of God.
A. 
They, as well as other Jews, had been driven from Rome by Claudius Caesar. In Ver.3. we see that Aquila and


Paul have something in common- their occupation. Paul had been a tent maker before his conversion and Aquila


was one by trade presently.

B. 
There were times in Paul’s ministry that he had to work to support himself as well as those with him.


Acts.20:34 and 1 Corinthians. 4:12. His time at Corinth was one of these times he had to work. He worked


for two reasons, one was to garner support for him and those who were with him, the other reason was so that


the Corinthians could not say that he preached for money. 1Corinthians 9:6-18.
1.
Paul had the right to ask for support according to the scripture, as he stated. But he worked so that the Gospel


would not be hindered. Remember in our last lesson he had said that he was made all things to all men. This is


one of those times, he did what had to be done to get the job done.

Ver.4-6.
We can only preach in love and compassion, we cannot force men to believe. If they will not, then they


oppose themselves and we must move on. 2Timothy 2:25.
A.
In Ver.5. we see the “sticking point” that held them back. Paul preached that Jesus was ”Christ,” or that he was


their long awaited Messiah. Paul had warned them, this is all we can do. Now their blood was on their own


heads. By shaking his clothes and stating, “I am clean,” he is in effect saying, “I have done my part, your blood


cannot be held against me.”
1.
We need to keep these verses in context.  These harsh words he spoke were to the Jews who would not budge


from their legalistic ways. They were not representative of the whole city. Paul did not withdraw from the city,


he simply withdrew from the Synagogue and its Jews members.
Ver.7-8.
Now he enters into the house of a man named Justus. A mission work is begun here in this humble


house, a humble beginning as befitting the followers of Jesus, whose own beginning was even more humble; a


stable. 

Ver.9-11.
God speaks words of encouragement to Paul, and probably just in time. I would imagine that Paul was


pretty “down” right about now. But God’s assurance is more than uplifting. We all need the assurance that we


are on the right track from time to time. God tells Paul very plainly in Ver10. “I am with thee.” We also need


this assurance, just as Paul did, and we do get it if we are tuned in to God’s will.
A.
Here is an example of God’s assurance to us today: Matthew 28:19-20.  “and, lo, I am with you alway, even


unto the end of the world. Amen.”
1.
God told Paul that he had many people in this place and these people were the reason that Paul should stay.


Stay he did, for a year and a half. God did not mean that these people would protect Paul; God was more than


capable of that. He told Paul to stay so that he could teach them and ground them in the faith. Ver.11.
