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Ver.18-19.
In last weeks lesson we left Paul at Corinth. Now he leaves Corinth after 18 months and sails for Syria 
and Ephesus. Here he leaves Aquila and Pricilla, who had traveled with him. Ver.18. As was his custom, he 
again enters into a synagogue to preach.
A.
It is interesting to note that the synagogue provided him with, not only a pulpit, but also a congregation to


preach to. Ver.19.
Ver.20-21.
We can’t be sure of how much time he spent here at Ephesus, but when he determines to leave, they ask


him to stay with them. He declines because he was determined to be in Jerusalem on the day of the feast of


Pentecost. So he leaves Ephesus with a promise to return. Ver.21.
Ver.22-23.
Now, before actually returning to Jerusalem, Paul spends some time confirming churches he had planted


on his previous missionary journey. Confirming churches comprised a good deal of his ministry and time.

A.
While he had not spent much time in Ephesus, he had left a part of his ministry there in the form of Aquila and


Pricilla, this will become evident later in our study.

Ver.24-25.
In these verses we are introduced to Apollos, an Alexandrian Jew. History shows him in Ephesus in 


a.d. 53. Ver.24. says he was eloquent, and well versed in the scriptures, this is to be understood as the Old


Testament scriptures. This is going to become an important point later.
A.
In ver.25. we see that he had an accurate knowledge of Jesus, and was an enthusiastic teacher. It also says he


knew only the Baptism of john, meaning, John the Baptist.

1.
The point being that his was a Jewish view of the Kingdom of God and a Jewish Messiah. He thought that


John’s baptism was the vehicle to enter the Kingdom of Heaven. This is what we call baptismal regeneration


today. It was as wrong then as it is now.
2.
He had already spread his beliefs by preaching this to others. (we will see this more clearly in the next chapter.) 

Ver.26.
Apollos meant well and was very zealous for The Lord, but he had no instruction because John the


Baptist was executed shortly after Apollos conversion. This is a good example of why Paul went back to


churches, instructed them and spent considerable time teaching new converts.
A.
When Aquila and Pricilla heard Apollos teach, they immediately saw the problem and sought to instruct him in


Test Testament teaching. They would most likely start by showing that baptismal regeneration is wrong. How


do we determine that it is wrong? Because we can determine the truth by God’s Word. 1Peter. 3:21. This verse


says very plainly that baptism is a, “figure,” or a “picture,” of a good conscience.
1.
Another way to look at it is as an outward example of what has happened internally, which people cannot see.


So then, it is a figure of what has happened in our heart, notice that the scripture is very careful to note that


baptism is NOT the putting away of the filth of the flesh. 1Peter. 3:21
B.
What does the phrase, “the answer of a good conscience” mean? I believe it means that the act of baptism,


among other things, is first and foremost, a believers first act of obedience. Acts 2:38.
1. 
Baptism is also the door to the church. Now there are many religionists that balk at this idea, and for the most


part they balk at it because they believe that baptism is the door to salvation. So how do we know that baptism


is the door to the church? Acts. 2:41. tells us this. They received the Word, were baptized and added to the


church.
2.
“repent and be baptized,” is not optional, it is stated in the form of a command, therefore we say that baptism


is the first act of obedience, we are commanded to be baptized and by complying, we obey. 

C.
We won’t go into it here, but there is a prescribed method of baptism, that method is immersion, not sprinkling.

There is no example of sprinkling in the scripture, it is always immersion.
Ver.27.
Apollos desires to go to Achaia and makes his desire known to the church, who, in turn wrote letters of


recommendation for him to the churches he would visit.

A.
These letters are a very good thing, and churches would do well to mimic this custom today. Any church


should know the man they let preach in their pulpit, what he believes and what he preaches.

1.
Apollos, having been instructed by Aquila and Pricilla is now turned into a powerful tool in the hands of the


Lord.
Ver.28.
He was a very convincing preacher. He was charismatic, very personable, and an eloquent speaker. At a


later time this would prove to be a source of problems within the church at Corinth. 

A.
These problems were not any fault of his, his personality was such that people were attracted to his person,


rather than to his message. Some even preferred his preaching to Paul’s. 1Corinthians 1:10-13.
1.
There was almost a church split over this preference. This is a wrong attitude, unknowingly they were elevating


Apollos almost to the place of a god. A number of the members of this church were dead wrong in what they


were doing. 1Corinthians 1:13. Paul sets the record straight, the church is the body of Christ and cannot be


divided on any issue.
B.
Paul says to them, “was I crucified for you?” Or, in other words, he is telling them to look to Jesus, not to men,


they are only God’s tools. This leads us to fervently ask, “who are you following, God or a man?”

1.
God puts men (pastors) in churches to be under-shepherds, to guide His flock, we must not have favorites. If


we do, it takes God out of the picture and puts the membership in a very dangerous position. It is also a source


of temptation and elevated importance to the pastor. It elevates self and usurps the function of the Holy Spirit.
C.
1Corinthians 3:3-8. We, you and I, are only servants. We cannot save one soul, but God can and that is


where the glory belongs, it is all of God.

1.
Paul knew that this problem was not the fault of Apollos and placed the blame squarely on the shoulders of the


church. This was very needful for the spiritual welfare of God’s church at Corinth.

Next week we look at chapter nineteen, church truth and more on baptism.
