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Adversaries.
Ver.1.

Now Paul arrives in Ephesus. At this point in time it is a Greek free city and the capitol of the Roman 
Province of Asia. It was typical of the Greek free cities that they each had their own municipal government. 
The Greek word for this form of government is “Ecclesia”, meaning an assembly of people. This word is going 
to become very important later on.


This word, “Ecclesia,” was translated as “church” by the translators of our bible. It should have rightly been 
translated as, “assembly.” This mistranslation is going to be very important to our understanding of the word, 
“church.” This mistranslation has caused many to misunderstand the true meaning of the word church. Some 
think of it as the building, some think of it as all believers. This leads to the universal church theory. Both ideas 
are wrong and based on a misunderstanding of the word “Ecclesia.” But we will go into that in another lesson.
A.
Here at Ephesus was the temple of the goddess Diana, one of the seven wonders of the ancient world. The


worship of this goddess included a festival that corresponds to our “May day.” This temple would seat 30,000


people.
Ver.2.

When Paul arrived here, he found certain disciples, at least they said they were disciples. (latter Ver.1.)


There can hardly be any doubt that they had been baptized by Apollos before he met Aquila and Pricilla and


learned the truth about baptism. 

A.
The last clause in Ver.2. sums up their spiritual condition, they were lost. They thought they were disciples, but


in reality they were only disciples of Apollos, not disciples of Christ.  Remember, Apollos was a very


persuasive preacher, very charismatic. Herein lies the problem with following a man instead of the Lord.
Ver.3.

In this verse we see that Paul instantly saw the problem and begins to lead them in the right direction.


They had not even heard that there was a Holy Ghost, and yet they were baptized. Paul asks the obvious


leading question, “Unto what then were ye baptized? “ 
A.
When they answered that they had been baptized “unto John’s baptism”, this shows Paul and us that they


thought that it was the baptism that saved us. This was also what Apollos believed until he was corrected.

Ver.4.

Paul shows them the proper order of salvation, that is; repentance and faith toward God for


forgiveness, and then baptism. Ver.5. 
A.
There are denominations today that teach that baptism saves. For the most part, they are obstinately opposed to


the truth taught in the Gospel.

1.
There may be some that see nothing wrong with these folks being baptized. But there was everything wrong


with it. For any baptism to be valid there are three conditions that must be met.


1. There must be a proper subject (believers). There were none in this instance. Acts 16:30-33.

2. There must be a proper reason  (repentance). They had not repented. Acts 2:38.

3. There must be a proper administrator. (New Testament church.)  Apollos did not constitute a church.


Matthew 28:19.
2. 
So, we can easily see that their baptism was not valid. The conditions of baptism had not been met.

B.
There are certain sects of Christians, so called, that teach that what these people lacked was the baptism of the


Holy Spirit. But Verses 4-5 plainly show that what they lacked was a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ.
1.
There are many churches, so-called, that claim the authority to baptize. But thinking about it rationally, if they


are not valid New Testament churches, do they have the authority? My assessment of this is that if they do,


then any other “organization” that was started by man has the very same authority. Elks Club, Moose Lodge,


Masons. There is no difference. The only institution worthy to be called a “church” is one that does not have its


origins this side of Jesus Christ.
Ver.6.

This is a demonstration of the miraculous powers given to the Apostles and displayed at this time as


proof of Paul’s ministry and the authority of the church at Antioch that sent him out. It is not what some call,


“the baptism of the Holy Spirit.” It is simply an extension of the power of Pentecost. 

Ver.8-10.
Paul remained here teaching at Ephesus for two years and faced many adversaries. 

1 Corinthians 16:8-9.  Adversaries are something that every missionary must contend with. Paul had to deal


with adversaries everywhere he went. The devil is not content to just let the missionary preach the Gospel 
unopposed. He is always right there to lead people astray or if that doesn’t work, to pervert the truth and lead


people away from it.
A.
There is always one clear characteristic of a perverted gospel that stands out for all to see, if they will just look


and see it for what it is; those that have embraced a perverted gospel will never accept baptism at the hand of


an authorized administrator. (A New Testament Church) They have been blinded to the truth. Romans 11:6-8.
1.
This is a principle that many do not understand; that if a person obstinately rejects the truth, there will come a


time when he will be blinded to it. This could even be said to be “willful blindness.”
B.
In these verses we see another adversary, the Jewish assembly. Since they could not agree to the things taught


by Paul, they could not walk together. We must never forsake what we know to be the truth for the sake of


agreement.
1.
By preaching the truth and not deviating from it, Paul affirmed his stand for a pure unperverted Gospel.

C.
This is the Gospel that changes lives. The Jews way only gave an outward appearance of religion. God’s way


builds a completely new man. 2 Corinthians 5:17. It starts with changing his heart and goes on to build a new


creature that bears no spiritual resemblance to the old man. “old things are passed away; behold, all things are


become new.”
