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Acts 1
Note:

In preparing these studies again I started out like I was making notes to teach from because the people I was teaching were right here in person. This is very difficult for readers to understand, so starting in Chapter three; I have put a lot more explanation into the text.
Introduction:

The first chapter of the book of Acts is divided into two parts.

(1.) The dedication and introduction; comprising the first eleven verses.

(2.) The waiting and preparation of the church for the “promise.” Comprised of verses 12 through the end of the chapter

The book of Acts was written about A.D. 63 and is generally accepted as being written by Luke.

Luke was a man of culture and scientific education, a master of Hebrew and classical Greek; by profession, a physician.

The time period covered by this book is 30 years and the key verse is verse eight. The whole remainder of the book is a development of this thought: i.e. The power given by Jesus to His apostles and His church.
The book of Acts traces the spread of the Gospel from Jerusalem to Rome, and as such, it is the record of the early church. The Church was already organized and commissioned at this time. 

(1.)  In Mat. 16:18 the church is instituted.

(2.)  In John 20:21-23 it is organized.

(3.)  In Mat.28:18-19 it is commissioned.

(4.)  In Acts 2:1-4 it is empowered.

Through the study of this book we will travel to another time, people and culture. In doing so we will see the church struggle against the very same forces as it does today. We will also see it rejoice in the same hope that is our banner as Christians today. That hope is, Jesus Christ, His cause, and His return.  Key passage is Acts 1:8.  The whole book is a development of this passage. C.F. Luke 24: 47-49.
V. 1-2 “Former Treatise” This is referring to the Book of Luke.
A. Theophilus: Seems to be a man of high rank.  Luke 1:3.

1. The title he uses “most excellent” seems to bear this out.

2. V.1 relates this book to Luke (The book). Luke records the life and teaching of Christ while on earth.  Acts shows his guidance and Direction from Heaven through the Holy Spirit.

B. There are those who relegate the Spirit to a mere influence.


1. This is a serious error.  He is as important to the church as breathing is to us.  
John 14:16-17 & 26.

V. 3-7. It is important to understand that the church is already in existence.


A. It has officers: Apostles Mark 3:14


1. It has Ordinances established by Jesus (baptism and the Lord’s Supper)


2. It has its commission. Matthew. 28: 19-20

B. They were to wait at Jerusalem for the Baptism of the Holy Spirit.



1. This would give them the authority to function in church capacity (V.8)

V. 8-11.  “unto the uttermost part of the earth” shows commission was not just to the Apostles.

V.9.  Jesus leaves earth in a shroud of clouds to return “in like manner.” 
V. 11. In clouds – Matthew. 24-30.
V. 12-26.  Here we see the democratic form of government that we still hold dear as disciples.


A. In these verses we see the 10-day waiting period (10 days left out of the 50 days to Pentecost)



1. Not spent in idleness but in exhortation, prayer, and the carrying on of church business.



2. How prone we are to be lazy when God says wait.



3. There were to be 12 Apostles to the Jews.



a. Peter moves, led by the Holy Spirit, to complete the ranks of Apostles before the 
power of Pentecost descends.



1. Notice the qualifications for Apostles (V. 22). Where does this leave those that would be 
apostles today?


B. Many believe the election of Mathias to be an Apostle is unauthorized and that Peter was 
wrong to instigate it.



1. Peter’s mind, according to Luke. 24:45 had been illuminated, now the Holy Spirit 
causes 
the scriptures in Psalms to become very real to Peter.




a. The one concerning Judas was fulfilled at his death.




b. The one concerning a successor to him has its fulfillment in this election.




c. Most objections to this election center around the casting of the lot.  Was it of 



   God, or man?



2. Proverbs. 16:33. Supplies the answer.  This is the method used until Pentecost, but not 

after.




d. Those who think the election of Mathias was unauthorized think that Paul should 


    have been one of the twelve.



3. But, Paul’s apostleship stands on an entirely different basis. He was to be the Apostle to 

    the Gentiles.  There were to be twelve Apostles to the Jews.

