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Acts 3

V-1 Why go to the temple?


A. God was not there Mark 15:38 (Veil rent.)


B. Even though they still held a Judistic view, they had the power of the Holy Spirit, and they 
knew it.

1. Not too long ago Peter had so little faith he couldn’t do anything right.  The promise of the Lord to 
empower his church by the Holy Spirit is fact.

2. Now we see Peter taking a leadership role.

3. Preaching with boldness and power.  Before, his attempts at healing were frustrated; now there is faith      instead of doubt.

V.2.  “Lame from his mother’s womb.”  He was the real thing.


A. Everyone knew it.  His family and the people who carried him daily.

1. His life was spent at the temple begging.  There is no doubt about his affliction. (V. 10)
V.3 He did not ask them to have mercy.


1. Isn’t this a picture of every one of us, spiritually crippled!


2. Lame from the womb – spiritually. Not able to help ourselves.

A. Rom. 05-6 God must act first, man cannot.

V.5  We all approach God in this way.  Not even knowing what we are seeking.


A. Why is it that man cannot understand the things of God? 1 Cor. 2:14


1. Foolishness 1 Cor. 1:18 & 19, 21 & 27.

V. 5-7.  We have nothing to offer this community but Jesus.

V. 8-12.  They would have worshipped Peter and John.  Most men today would have made the most of this, accepted this worship.

V. 13-18. Peter in his new-found strength, directs their attention to the source of all healing, God.


A. He also makes sure of the opportunity to preach.


1. Devotes almost no time to the miracle.  Is this like TV preachers?


2. Why not use this to get the job done? (“An evil and adulterous generation seeketh after a sign “)

a. Because this was only the proof of their authenticity – God sent.  Mk. 16: 17-18

b. The healing could not save.
c. The miracle is not the focus, the author of it is. The only salvation is Jesus and only by the spoken word.  “Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.”  
V. 15. “You Killed the Prince of Life!” John 14:6


A. What courage is given by the Holy Spirit.  These people had crucified Jesus for preaching his 
very thing.  Peter had no strength to own him but instead denied Him.  Now, through the power of 
the Holy Spirit there is no fear.

1. “The Way” TO GOD “the truth” PERSONIFIED “The life” ETERNAL.

V. 18. Christ fulfilled all prophecy. (Luke 24:27)
V. 19-25. Peter appeals to them on the grounds of Old Testament prophecy.

V. 25. God’s blessings extended to the Gentiles.

V. 26. Unto you first.   But they would not accept Jesus as Messiah; not then or now.  Acts 13:46-47

We see in Ch. 3 the infant church boldly carrying out its commission.  In Ch. 4 we will see the results of Peter’s sermon. We will also see Organized Religion raise its ugly head in defiance of God and His church for the first time since Pentecost.

