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Acts 4
V.1-2
The Sadducees have come to power in Israel by this time.
For the most part they are judges and individuals of the official, or governing class.


A. They were very much like the Supreme Court today, as far as power went.


     They were the exact opposite of the Pharisees.  As such, they rejected the oral

     law delivered by Moses. They contended that only the written law was of
                 Divine origin. Basically their teaching was to deny anything spiritual and

     elevate anything material, they were the materialists of their day.

B. Materialists of today hold to the same principals. Materialism is the religion
                     of the liberal. Paul speaks of the mystery of the comparison between the
                     spiritual and the material in     1 Cor.2:7-15  It is a move from the physical

         and to the spiritual, and can only accomplished by God. 

         1Cor. 2:12   Jer 13:23

C. We see in ver.2 that they allowed no freedom of religion. The Sadducees would not tolerate 
 
     views other than their own, especially on the subject of the Resurrection.
V.3.  Because of these religionists, the followers of Christ were forcibly restrained and

         thrown in prison.
A. it took a great deal of courage for Peter to boldly preach in the name of Jesus.

      And he did this before the very people to whom he had said, “ I know not the 

      man.” such a short time before.

V.4.  Here we see the results of Peter’s sermon. Five thousand saved in this one day.

V.5-6.  These elders, rulers and scribes were the very same people who had tried to silence Jesus and tried 
to kill him many times. Annas and Ciaphas by name. Very 
dangerous men, to say the least. 
Mat.26:3-4
V.7  These rulers asked the disciples a very valid question, even by today’s standards. “By what power, or

        authority do you do this?”

V.9-12.  Peter’s answer is the same as ours should be. If we claim Christ as our authority, we must be
              teaching and following the same narrow, unadulterated truth the

 
  Jesus spoke and lived. Mat.7:13-14

A. Ver. 11 of our text is a quote from a prophesy in Psm. 118:22 showing that


        men can do nothing when God chooses to act. 

  B.  Ver.12 of our text shows that there is no salvation outside of Christ. Not in goodness, well


       doing, intellect, compassion or other so-called gods.

V.13.
  You don’t have to be a PHD to do God’s work, or even to confound the leaders or brilliant


  minds of our time. I Cor.1:19-20  God can and will confound the supposed wisdom of the wise


  among men.

A. We speak, act and live on a different plane and that plane is spiritual in nature. The wise men of this world cannot even dream of the things that we know and speak, and cannot find them out by worldly reasoning. 1Co 2:9-10.
B. This is one of the strongest reasons we have to develop and use what God has revealed to us. The world is lost without this knowledge and this makes this an awesome responsibility. 1Jn. 2:20.
1. God sent His own Son into the world to die for the very same people that we come into contact

      with each day. It would be the epitome of selfishness to not share what we have, not to

      
      mention unchristian. 1Jn.3:18.

V. 14-18.   In Ver. 16 we see that even when truth is recognized for what it is, false religion must either


      deny it or admit its error.
A. Ver.17 shows that they were losing their control over the people. Now the only avenue left to 

       these religionists is to threaten the disciples, which they do in Ver.18. They were forbidden to 

       speak in the name of Jesus.

1. This attitude should take away all doubt as to which teaching is of God and which is not.


      Christians have been forbidden to speak in the name of Jesus throughout history. In the dark 


      ages, no fewer than 70 million died at the stake for refusing to renounce Jesus name.

V.19-20.    This must always be the answer of those who follow Christ, regardless of the consequences.
Ver.21-37.  Just as the rulers had started their persecution of Jesus on a small scale, now it starts again 


       with His disciples.

A. The disciple were released, but the time will come when their fear and rage at the truth will overcome their fear of the people. They cannot allow these men to carry on the work of Jesus. 

B. We see that even this small act of persecution helped to make His followers bolder. In Ver. 34 we see that God provides a way for this meeting to continue, none lacked anything.
