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Acts 5
Ver.1-2
This husband and wife conspired to defraud God. How so? Giving to God 


is best accomplished if it is sacrificial. What they conspired to do was both 

greedy and covetous and at its root was envy. Why envy? Because they 


wanted the recognition that others were getting, but without the sacrifice.
A. No one required them to give; this was supposed to be voluntary. They wanted their supposed giving to be on a plane with what others gave, but without the sacrifice that others were making.
Ver.3

Satan can only tempt, Sin enters when we act on that temptation. We can 
never say; “Satan made me do it.” Satan may have suggested it, but it took 
action and premeditation on our part to become sin.

Ver.4

This was not a tithe, it was a love offering. In this context we must ask the 
question; “Was this offering done out of love?” If the answer is “no,” then 
it is sin. “What-so-ever is not of faith is sin.”

A. 
In instances like this, we always think that what we do is only in the sight 
of men, but the reality is that it is done also in the sight of God. Acts 5:4

Heb 4:13
B. 
Notice the activity of the church at this time. There were revivals, 
wonders, miracles, sharing, and all in the spirit of love. This act that they 
conspired to do was not in the spirit of love.

C. 
In church capacity they were also taking the Lord’s supper Ac 2:42.
1. Not being in a proper spiritual condition to observe the Lord’s Supper is a serious thing. These next five verses require a very careful reading and meditation on what is being said and why. 1Co. 11:26 For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord's death till he come. 


27 Wherefore whosoever shall eat this bread, and drink this cup of the 
Lord, unworthily, shall be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord. 


28 But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread, and 
drink of that cup. 


29 For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh 
damnation to himself, not discerning the Lord's body. 


30 For this cause many are weak and sickly among you, and many sleep.
2. If we, as Christians, come to the place where we can no longer be used of God, there is no more reason for life. What does this say about the

importance of our service? God is not playing games. People’s lives hang 
in the balance.
3. This is why the practice of some so called “churches” who justify holding “open communion” is so wrong. Open communion is the practice of allowing anyone to join in your church’s observance of the Lord’s Supper. The whole church must be melded together as one body. No gross sin within the body, and no church problems.

a. If I take communion at your church, there is no way you can know if I have sin in my life that would break my fellowship with the church or keep me from observing the Lord’s Supper. If my life was in sinful condition, my taking this ordinance would endanger the whole church. Read 1 Cor. 11:30 again.

b. People weak in the faith and lacking proper teaching cannot see how there can be no sin in the body (church) that has the capacity to break fellowship.
c. It is simple and speaks to the subject of church authority as well as church discipline. The church has the authority and duty to demand that a person clean up his life before coming to the Lord’s table.
d. We are talking about sins such as a grudge or conflict between two church members, or a member that is holding something against the pastor or church and not confessing these things. These are only examples, but they serve the purpose well.
e. 1Co 5:1  It is reported commonly that there is fornication among you, and such fornication as is not so much as named among the Gentiles, that one should have his father's wife. 

      2 And ye are puffed up, and have not rather mourned, that he that hath

         done this deed might be taken away from among you. 

      3 For I verily, as absent in body, but present in spirit, have judged

         already, as though I were present, concerning him that hath so done

         this deed, 

      4 In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, when ye are gathered together, 

         and my spirit, with the power of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

      5 To deliver such an one unto Satan for the destruction of the flesh,  

         that the spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus.

      6 Your glorying is not good. Know ye not that a little leaven leaveneth 

         the whole lump?

      7 Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, as ye 

         are unleavened. For even Christ our passover is sacrificed for us:

f. Basically these verses instruct the church to purge the sin from their 

      midst before taking the Lord’s Supper. See 1Co 5:11-13
This shows us how seriously Paul and God take a situation such as this. These are hard teachings and most of the so called Christian world will not teach them. If we follow suit and neglect to teach this, we are guilty of not teaching the whole counsel of God.
Ver.5-6
This is a practical demonstration of the power of the Word of God. It is 
also another demonstration of the credentials of an Apostle.

Ver.7-10
Peter is very bold in his statement in ver.9. How could he be so sure? 
Remember that the Holy Ghost is directing these proceedings. As such, He 
has been lied to by this rash act of these two people. He has obviously 
imparted this information to Peter. Ver.3
A. God is just and faithful. She had also plotted this with her husband. Ver.2
B. Why is this so important that a good portion of scripture is devoted to it?

1. This is that which is spoken of in Mt. 12:31 “Wherefore I say unto you, All manner of sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men: but the blasphemy against the Holy Ghost shall not be forgiven unto men.”

2. Blasphemy against the Holy Ghost is simply attributing that which is of God, to Satan, or that which is if Satan, to God. 

3. They lied by action and design. Their act said that what they were doing was at the direction of the Holy Ghost, just as were the actions of all the other people who gave.
Ver.11-13
This had the effect of creating respect and awe in both the church as well 


as the entire community. Ver. 5 and 13.
Ver.14-16
In these verses we see the results of God working among His people, and 


His people submitting themselves to His direction and leadership.

Ver. 17-18
Now, because they followed Gods leading, they are thrown in prison by 


the authorities. They were up against the religious powers of their time.

A. But religion makes no difference to God. Ver.19.
1. This is given as an example and encouragement to us today also. The disciples had no idea how God would deliver them from the authorities, yet they acted by faith.

Ver.19-20
Man’s religion or any other power is powerless when God opens the door 


of opportunity for His church. God did not send the angel to simply let 


them out of prison. He let them out to accomplish His will and purpose. 


But the disciples were the beneficiaries of this action.

A. We notice the reason for their release in Ver.20.  that they might speak all the word of this life.

Ver.21-28
This is a powerful example for us today; it is reassurance and incentive to 


preach and teach the truth boldly. We are able to effectively work while 


false religion is busy trying to silence us.

A. In Ver 23 we see that they thought they had the Apostles right where they 

     wanted them. And what boldness they had in ver.25.
B. In Ver.28 they are accused of trying to bring the blood of Jesus on the officials. But they didn’t even need to, the leaders had already done that themselves. Mt 27:25.
Ver.29.
Here is irrefutable evidence that the first church understood that they were 


to follow God as their lawgiver, not man, unlike the religions of today.

Ver. 32
Here we see that the Holy Ghost is given to all believers. This negates any 


so called “need” of the Baptism of the Holy Spirit, which Pentecostals 


insist on today.


A.
We see in Ver.33, the effect of this bold preaching. Heb 4:12
Ver.34

This is the same man, a Pharisee, that the Apostle Paul studied under 
before his conversion.

Ver.35-38
False religion will always be shown to be of men and not of God.


A.
Gamaliel spoke the truth here, remember he was a Pharisee, they believed 
in the resurrection and in spiritual things, although they rejected Christ as 




the fulfillment of those prophecies.

Ver. 35-38
I would like to compare these two verses with some verses in First Peter.


A. 
1Pe 4:12  Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is 
to try you, as though some strange thing happened unto you: 

 

13 But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings; that, 
when his glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy. 

 

14 If ye be reproached for the name of Christ, happy are ye; for the spirit 
of glory and of God resteth upon you: on their part he is evil spoken of, 
but on your part he is glorified.

The disciples, in these verses did indeed glorify the Lord by their actions.
