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Acts 6
In this chapter we see two things brought to light. The first is the office of Deacon instituted within the church. The second happening of importance is the martyrdom of Stephen, the first martyr of the new church.

For the most part today, the office of deacon has been abused and misused by those that simply do not understand what this office entails scripturally. The office of Deacon is the only other ordained office in a New Testament church. As such, it is a very important position. It can be a source of much regret, if instituted unwisely, or a great blessing if there is a genuine need, if we seek God in prayer, and if the church is spiritually sound.

Most churches have a distorted or even perverted idea of what this office entails. Using our text as our guide, coupled with common sense, we can plainly see that certain conditions must exist within the church before the position of Deacon is needed.
Our text indicates that it would be a large church that actually had widows as members that would need the services of a Deacon. A Deacon is to serve widows and those of the membership that have specific needs. There is nowhere in scripture that directs deacons to guide the church in business matter or attempt to keep the pastor in line, overseeing his every move.
Ver.1
It would seem that in the first church, the Apostles wore all the hats, so-to-speak.

A. They not only did what they were called to do, but they also saw to the personal needs of the church members as well.

1. We also see in ver.1 that as the numbers of church members increased, so did the problems. Hence the need of someone of authority to deal with these problems, the Apostles could not do it all without taking away from their principal ministry.
2. The “Grecians” mentioned were Jews of the dispersion, “Hellenists” from other countries. They were upset because the widows among them were  
        being neglected.

3. In Acts 4:35 we see that goods and food was distributed to the heads of the house, usually a man. If one was a widow, there was no head of the house to receive her portion. Hence the need for someone to look out for her interests.

Ver.2
This has all the earmarks of a church business meeting. It was not a general call to 
all, but only to the disciples, or church members. There is serious instruction here.


Peter tells them that it is not “reason” or “reasonable” to expect the Apostles to


neglect their ministry and wait on tables instead.

A. A churches pastor should not let anything take him away from the duties he

      was called to. On the Apostles part, if this situation were allowed to continue,

      they would have no time to study, pray, or preach.

Ver.3
Notice the method that was used to select the right men for this job.

A. First, the church was to choose. These were not to be just any men, they were

      to be spiritual leaders; strong Spirit filled men of God.
1. The church is to make spiritual decisions. In this sense a great responsibility is

      placed on the church. The doctrine of “binding and loosing” found in

      Mat.18:18 is nothing less than God’s approval placed on a decision arrived at

      by the church meeting in church capacity. It could be looked at as God’s seal.
B. The men chosen by the church were then to be appointed to their ministry by

      the Apostles. This instruction completely rules out selection of a Deacon by

      the pastor.

1.   If God’s people will not carry their share by vote, they create a system of

      preacher rule. We see from these verses that this is not the pastor’s job, we err

      by thinking that it is. Revelation 2:6 shows how abhorrent preacher rule is to

      God. The deeds of the Nicolaitans is preacher rule.
C. We also need to take note of the Apostles role in all of this as leaders of

      God’s people. They were to be watchful and guide the church, not rule over it.

      In this context, this is the very same position that is to be taken by God’s

      ministers today, they are to watch and guide.

Ver.4
Many church members think that it is the pastor’s job to be the carpenter, plumber, grounds keeper and many other things. I submit to you that the pastor’s only job is to preach and teach. All the other duties are reserved for the church members, as God so impresses on their heart.

A. 1Peter 5:2-3 makes the pastor’s job very clear.

B. It is not a very spiritual or sound church that will insist that these kinds of things are to be done by the pastor.
Ver.5-6 The whole church was in agreement on this matter of selection of Deacons.

A. These verses say that “they” chose. Keeping in mind the context of our text, this can only refer to the congregation. Or “whole multitude”, as our text indicates. In Acts 1:26 we see Peter as addressing this same multitude and the multitude cast the lot to decide the matter of Apostle selection. It was not just the Apostles, but the whole church.

B. It also says in ver.6 that “they set” these men before the Apostles. This affirms that the “they” that is referred to has to be the congregation, not the Apostles.

      That these men were selected by the church is without doubt, proving once

      and for all that deacons are not selected by the pastor, but by the congregation.

C. Now we see were the Apostles part in all of this comes in. This is the same

      function that is the pastor’s part today. The Apostles laid their hands on them. 

      This is the ordination of the men that the church has chosen over this task. 
1.   This act of “laying on of hands” by the clergy is showing the sanction of the  

      church in this matter. It is the church that has the authority, as well as the

      power to delegate. The pastor, as the churches leader, does this as an

      affirmation of the churches selection as indicated by the churches choice of 

      these men. Mt 28:18-20 Is where we go to see the churches commission and

      authority.
Ver.7-8  In these verses we see the results of doing things God’s way.

A. When the pastor is free to study, pray and preach great things can happen.

1. Some people think that if the pastor is not “carrying his own weight” so-to-    

    speak, then he is not working. Those who have preached or taught know

    better. Preaching and teaching, done correctly, is a full time job.

2. We also see in these verses that Stephen was not only waiting on tables. The

      church had chosen their man well. He was a very strong, spiritually minded
      man before his ordination and continues to be so after it. Ver.8 And Stephen,

      full of faith and power.
Ver.9-15   Here we see the religious leaders again trying to silence the church. This


      “synagogue of the Libertines” consisted of the Jews of the dispersion who did


      not speak Hebrew.

 A. By far the largest number of Jews lived outside of the borders of the
    "Holy Land." These people were known as the Jews of the Dispersion. 

    They could be found in virtually every city and settlement of the empire

    where commerce or colonization had taken place.
1. The dispersion, or scattering, of the Jewish people really began in earnest with the fall of the Northern Kingdom in 722 BC. At this time King Sargon of Assyria deported many of the inhabitants of Israel and resettled them in colonies throughout Assyria.
B. We sometimes get the idea that there was one synagogue in each city. But

      Haley says that there were 460 synagogues in Jerusalem.

C. The wisdom that Stephen exhibited in Ver.10 was God’s wisdom and the Spirit was the Holey Spirit that indwelt him.

      Mt 10:17-20 speaks of this time and God’s preparation for it.

1. These Jews were brought up in the centers of Greek culture and no doubt felt

                 that they were far superior to Jews born in the homeland.
                 But they are no match for Stephen who is guided by the Holy Spirit. Now,

     having failed in their argument, these Jews turn to treachery. Ver.11
3. In Ver.13 we see the false witnesses they brought in. This is the very same

      thing they did to Jesus, and before the very same rulers.

Next week, we will see the results of all of this.
