WHAT DID JESUS SAY ABOUT:


				      SIN AND TRESPASS





By: James Foley





Text:Lk.11:1-4.





Introduction:  What is sin exactly? 264 hamartano {ham-ar-tan'-o} AV  - sin (38)


    - trespass (3)


    - offend (1)


    - for your faults (1) [43]


1) to be without a share in; to miss the mark; to err, to be mistaken; to miss or wander from the path of uprightness and honour, to do or go wrong; to wander from the law of God, to violate God's law, sin. 


	The English word, sin, is a term used in archery, it means to miss the mark. This is a very good translation because it shows the entire scope of sin. The mark could be said to be God’s will or purpose, if I miss that mark I have sinned.


	We tend to think of sin in a very specific way, for us it is an act that we have come to recognize as wrong. To us, an act of sin is catagorized in one of three ways: Sin against God; Sin against man; Sin against ourselves. But sin, in the biblical sense, is defined very strictly as a trespass against God. There is a sense in which we sin against man, but this limited, in that, the sin against man is really sin against God. On man’s part, I can be forgiven by man when I sin against him. Mt.18:21. 


This is where the limitation comes in, man has forgiven me but the sin against God still remains, even though I may be forgiven by the man who my sin was against, he is powerless to forgive the sin on God’s part. Psalms.51:4. 


				  


				   Jesus Forgives Sin:





	In the context that sin is primarily against God, it is no wonder that the scribes were taken by surprise when Jesus forgave sin. They knew that the power to forgive sin was Divine, therefore the one who did the forgiving was also Divine, but they did not consider him Divine. Mat.9:2-8. 


	In Mk.2:1. a man is brought to Jesus who is sick of the palsy. Jesus forgave him of his sin. The faith of this man’s friends is readily seen in Ver.5. Also seen is the fact that Jesus could and did forgive his sin. Again the scribes accused him of blasphemy, they know that the forgiveness of sin is the perogative of God only. Ver.7. Jesus also cured the physical infirmity of this man as evidence that he was who he said he was, and that he did have the power to forgive sin. 


	A second instance of Jesus having the power to forgive sin is recorded in 


Lk.7: 37;39;47;48-50.  In this case those who criticized him could have availed themselves of the same forgiveness that this woman got, but they saw no need, therefore they could not demonstrate the faith that they did not have. She, on the other hand, demonstrated her love and by it, her faith. The result was that she had her sin forgiven. We can see two things regarding the forgiveness of sin here: One is that the person who is to be forgiven must see their need, the second is that faith is a necessary element, without it there is no forgiveness.


	All sin can be forgiven, except one. Mk.3:22;28-30.  the one sin that cannot be forgiven is, blasphemy against the Holy Ghost.Ver.28. This sin is very strictly defined so that there is no need to worry about whether you have commited it or not. The reason that he even spoke of it was because they had comitted this sin when they accused him of doing miracles by the power of the Devil. Why is it that this sin cannot be forgiven? Is it because it is so bad that God will not forgive it? Heb.10:29.  Blasphemy against the Holy Spirit is the same as a person saying, “no”, with finality to his offer of salvation and forgiveness. It is by the Holy Spirit that God has chosen to call mankind to salvation, if I hear his call and attribute it to the power of Satan, I have denied the only means of salvation that there is.


	The truth about sin and it’s consequences had all but died out in Israel at this time. They thought that they could atone for their sin by being righteous.


	Jesus reveales sin to men in two different ways. Jn.15:22-24.  He revealed it by speaking truth concerning sin, And by doing unique works among them. He said that he did this so that they might know! Once they know they have no more excuse for their sin.


	The world has no excuse, the name of Jesus has gone into all the world, the forgiveness of sin is unalterably linked to the name Jesus. Ignorance or indifference is no excuse, it leaves you in your sin, and you will die that way. Jn.8:24.  The mission of Jesus is to seek and save that which was lost, it is imperative that men seek him while they can, he may not be around when you make up your mind to come to him. This was the mistake that those people of his day made. Jn.8:21.  God said in another place that his Spirit would not always strive with man. Salvation is not at our convenience, we cannot come to him if he is not calling, this is why it is so important to come when he calls. This is also the reason that the scripture says that today it the day of salvation, now is the accepted time. 


	Jesus had no sin of his own to pay for, he was what the, “lamb without spot”, in the Old Testament symbolized. Because he was sinless, he could become our substitute and suffer death for every man as payment for the sin of man. Mat.26:28.  His own blood is the price that must be payed, and he says that it was shed for many, showing the sufficiency of his sacrifice to pay the price for “who-so-ever-will”. 1Pet.1:18-20. 


	He chose to pay the penalty for my sin, becoming my substitute, and enduring the judgement of God that should have been mine. After his death and resurrection he tells how necessary it was that these things come to pass. Lk.24:46-48.  Sin is the reason that Jesus came to this earth. Sin is the reason that he endured the ridicule, humiliation, and accusations. He was the spotless lamb of God destined to spend eternity with the Father enjoying the glory that was his from the foundation of the world. But he looked down from heaven and saw me, trapped in the mire of sin, unable to help myself. Because he loved me he gave up his throne in heaven and made himself as a man that he might save me from my sin, ensuring me a place in his heaven for all eternity. SIN had a awful price attached to it, But he paid that price because of love. “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”


	What a mistake, what a shame, if, after knowing all of this you go your way lost. It is the same as saying, “I don’t need him”.
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