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Introduction:


	The Bible has much to say about heaven and the hereafter, after all the Bible was given to show man the way to heaven when his life here is finished. Heaven is the goal of all the redeemed of God and the life that we live here is a training ground for the time that we go to be with him. Heaven will be a much different place than any we have ever known before, and that is as it should be. Here we are beset by sin on all sides, death and sickness and famine reign because of it. And the people of this world have made it a very dangerous place because of hatred, prejudice, and war.


	Those that think that heaven and hell are here on this earth, depending on the situation they have made for themselves, are in for a big surprise. Heaven is not made by man, nor can he enter in by an act of his will. But for those who are the blood bought children of God, the entrance to heaven is already open, and their residency is guaranteed. It is for the unsaved, Paradise lost, but for the saved it is paradise found. The streets will be paved with gold, and the gates will be precious gems. There will be no more sin, sickness, death, famine, or hatred and war. And because life here was fraught with grief and sadness, God will wipe away all tears from our eyes. 





	We begin with Matthew. 5:34. with the most important fact about heaven. This is the center from which he reigns. Because of his throne we come to understand that he is king of heaven. Psalm. 48:2.   Jesus makes the fact that God is in heaven very clear, no less than eighteen times he refers to it. Matthew. 12:50. We even know the direction that heaven lies in. Isaiah. 14:13.  The location is given relative to us so that we can understand it. There are many references to heaven being above, such as, from above, up to heaven, came down from heaven.


	It is because he is God that his will is done in heaven, he rules and his word is final Matthew. 6:10.  Because there are no words to describe the vast expanse of heaven, Jesus puts it in words that we can understand. Matthew. 24:31.  8:11.  Luke. 13:29..


	Heaven will be glorious because of the glory of our God. John. 17:5.  This will probably be the most wonderful aspect of heaven. We can see a small glimpse of his glory and the effect that it had on the disciples on the Mt. of Transfiguration. Luke. 9:28-32.  Peter later says that he was an eyewitness of his majesty. Even the saved will be partakers of the glory of God when we reach heaven. 2Peter. 1:16-18.  Romans. 8:18.  2Thessalonians. 2:14.  1Peter.  5:1.   


	Heaven is also the dwelling place of the Lord Jesus Christ. When he came to this earth he came here from heaven. John. 13:3.  He was sent to this world by the Father for the express purpose of demonstrating the love of the Father. John. 3:16-17.  


	There are angels resident in heaven also. Their service is unique and divers, first they are guardians; Matthew. 18:10.  They also minister to those who are the heirs of salvation. Hebrews. 1:14.  According to the scripture they are gender neutral. Matthew. 22:30.


They seem to be extremely knowledgeable, but not omniscient, their knowledge is limited.  Matthew. 24:36.   They also minister to Jesus. John. 1:51.   Luke. 22:43.


	There is a glorified Savior in heaven. After his resurrection he was glorified and once more as he was before the Incarnation. He prayed for this glorification. Jn.17:4-5. 


He had promised it when he was here. John. 16:28.  It actually took place as he said it would.


Mark. 16:19.  He is there now and one of the things that he is doing is preparing a place for us. John. 14:1-3.  


	And last of all, there is a place in heaven for the saints also. John. 14:3.  It is called, “the world to come”, in Mark. 10:30.  For the saint this is to be another part of the eternal life experience. Luke. 18:30.  Then it will be reward time for the redeemed. Matthew. 5:11-12.  


How do I know that I will be there, can I know now? Luke. 10:20.  My name is written in heaven because I have trusted Jesus Christ as my Savior, the promised Messiah. You can have your name written in heaven also, for the scripture promises that whosoever will, may come. That will be a glorious time when this life is over, and we can meet with those who have gone before, and Jesus who made it all possible.
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