Just say Ono
When the Enemy plots against you it is good to pray!

Nehemiah 6:8 They all plotted together to come and fight against Jerusalem and stir up trouble against it. 9 But we prayed to our God and posted a guard day and night to meet this threat.

When the Enemy believes that you have a fighting chance “it” will try to distract you and then wear you down and overcome you.

Nehemiah 6, Further Opposition to the Rebuilding 

 1 When word came to Sanballat, Tobiah, Geshem the Arab and the rest of our enemies that I had rebuilt the wall and not a gap was left in it—though up to that time I had not set the doors in the gates- 2 Sanballat and Geshem sent me this message: "Come, let us meet together in one of the villages [a] on the plain of Ono." 
      But they were scheming to harm me; 3 so I sent messengers to them with this reply: "I am carrying on a great project and cannot go down. Why should the work stop while I leave it and go down to you?" 4 Four times they sent me the same message, and each time I gave them the same answer. 

 5 Then, the fifth time, Sanballat sent his aide to me with the same message, and in his hand was an unsealed letter 6 in which was written: 
       "It is reported among the nations—and Geshem [b] says it is true—that you and the Jews are plotting to revolt, and therefore you are building the wall. Moreover, according to these reports you are about to become their king 7 and have even appointed prophets to make this proclamation about you in Jerusalem: 'There is a king in Judah!' Now this report will get back to the king; so come, let us confer together." 

 8 I sent him this reply: "Nothing like what you are saying is happening; you are just making it up out of your head." 

 9 They were all trying to frighten us, thinking, "Their hands will get too weak for the work, and it will not be completed." But I prayed, "Now strengthen my hands."
       
Now, moving closer to the beginning of this true account some may see a very familiar pattern.  The Enemy likes to use his favorite weapon - .  Still the Holy weapons available to us are far superior!

Nehemiah 4, Opposition to the Rebuilding  1 When Sanballat heard that we were rebuilding the wall, he became angry and was greatly incensed. He ridiculed the Jews, 2 and in the presence of his associates and the army of Samaria, he said, "What are those feeble Jews doing? Will they restore their wall? Will they offer sacrifices? Will they finish in a day? Can they bring the stones back to life from those heaps of rubble—burned as they are?" 

 3 Tobiah the Ammonite, who was at his side, said, "What they are building—if even a fox climbed up on it, he would break down their wall of stones!" 

 4 Hear us, O our God, for we are despised. Turn their insults back on their own heads. Give them over as plunder in a land of captivity. 5 Do not cover up their guilt or blot out their sins from your sight, for they have thrown insults in the face of [a] the builders. 

 6 So we rebuilt the wall till all of it reached half its height, for the people worked with all their heart. 

 7 But when Sanballat, Tobiah, the Arabs, the Ammonites and the men of Ashdod heard that the repairs to Jerusalem's walls had gone ahead and that the gaps were being closed, they were very angry. 8 They all plotted together to come and fight against Jerusalem and stir up trouble against it. 9 But we prayed to our God and posted a guard day and night to meet this threat. 

 10 Meanwhile, the people in Judah said, "The strength of the laborers is giving out, and there is so much rubble that we cannot rebuild the wall." 

 11 Also our enemies said, "Before they know it or see us, we will be right there among them and will kill them and put an end to the work." 

 12 Then the Jews who lived near them came and told us ten times over, "Wherever you turn, they will attack us." 

 13 Therefore I stationed some of the people behind the lowest points of the wall at the exposed places, posting them by families, with their swords, spears and bows. 14 After I looked things over, I stood up and said to the nobles, the officials and the rest of the people, "Don't be afraid of them. Remember the Lord, who is great and awesome, and fight for your brothers, your sons and your daughters, your wives and your homes." 

 15 When our enemies heard that we were aware of their plot and that God had frustrated it, we all returned to the wall, each to his own work. 

 16 From that day on, half of my men did the work, while the other half were equipped with spears, shields, bows and armor. The officers posted themselves behind all the people of Judah 17 who were building the wall. Those who carried materials did their work with one hand and held a weapon in the other, 18 and each of the builders wore his sword at his side as he worked. But the man who sounded the trumpet stayed with me. 

 19 Then I said to the nobles, the officials and the rest of the people, "The work is extensive and spread out, and we are widely separated from each other along the wall. 20 Wherever you hear the sound of the trumpet, join us there. Our God will fight for us!" 

 21 So we continued the work with half the men holding spears, from the first light of dawn till the stars came out. 22 At that time I also said to the people, "Have every man and his helper stay inside Jerusalem at night, so they can serve us as guards by night and workmen by day." 23 Neither I nor my brothers nor my men nor the guards with me took off our clothes; each had his weapon, even when he went for water. [b]
There is a potentially destructive restoration plan hovering over the Basin which seems by no means an acceptable compromise; what “it” offers instead appears to be akin to wormwood.  Sure, it is alleged to be earnestly and responsibly all about Sustainability, yet upon honest inspection it appears deeply flawed.  If implemented I fear that it will not only bring a disastrous crumbling, collapse end ruin to our region’s economy and communities, but to all of the other areas which its similitude targets as well.  “It” could usher in chaos and disaster no matter how good it looks from a distance, for in reality it appears weak, false and compromised. Like the enemies of Old Jerusalem “it” doesn’t seem to have our best and future interests at heart.  “It” is a destroyer, not a builder.
 Now I am not suggesting that we set about building walls and setting gates in the Klamath and then finish up by filling in all of the gaps with brick and stone, although at times that sounds attractive.   I do believe however that our futures are in great need of spiritual fortification.  We have attempted to shelter ourselves from the evil incursion by people and organizations (some sportsmen, environmentalists, conflicted government employees, agenda driven judges, foreign powers and media, etc.) who seem to have coveted for themselves or others this land which we call home.  Still our protective walls and gates are too weak and the gaps are glaring; we need to seal them with righteous truth if we are to survive this onslaught!  Even with God behind us and with us, like in Old Jerusalem the task will be neither easy nor safe.  We have to both pray and do the work.  One without the other may be of little avail.
Fortunately there are just as many gaps in the Enemy’s plan to conquer the Basin as there are families and individuals and groups working to expose those gaps with truth and reality.  Yet without the mortar of prayer through faith in Christ that work too will crumble.  We have already sought and found it to be generally unreliable to seek shelter, securing strength and fortification from the Constitution, the Justice System, human unity, the political system, understandings, media and so on.  It would then seem that the strengthening and securing wall is still waiting to be embraced and used.  It consists of true science and honest assessments, under girded by true, and open, and legal forms of structure, resolution and governance. Though by itself and without the help and will of God (as sealed in Christ through prayer) that too is just another form of Wormwood!  Without God it depends on the most unreliable of all factors, human nature.
Just think what God could do for us if POWERFUL and indisputable truths were turned loose on the Klamath situation! Truths like; because of naturally occurring and hugely and unavoidably abundant concentrations of phosphorous, the waters of the Basin will always be green:  Green and smelly no matter how many human lives are debased or enslaved: Green, toxic and smelly because that is it’s natural condition; dams, irrigation, irrigators, livestock or not. Or, the powerful and liberating truth relative to the actual, real, objective and honest documentation of the hydrologic history of the Basin and associated waterways.  That would require the honest (open) collection of deep core samples in order to finally move away from potentially agenda driven lopsided subjective opinion, and over to objective science. With God all things are possible! The true picture may not be appreciated by some though.  In fact it may be downright disempowering and cause some to become angry and incensed and even to lower themselves to the use of ridicule.  Pray.
As it now stands, it appears possible that in order to support the settlement and/or restoration proposals some may have to look the other way and accept at least a few base line fabrications and/or misrepresentations about Basin science/history, and some honest, hard working and victimized Basin residents;  or even the sitting Presidential Administration for that matter.  They may even find themselves having to look to and trust some who seem to have been involved in aggressively provoking the Klamath Water Wars to begin with.  At times one can get the impression that it is scientific misrepresentation and forms of false accusation upon which some of those incursive declarations (agreements) seem to be based!  Might I mention that to turn away from the truth is not exactly the way to partner with God or the unrepresented of the Basin? 
As a side note, remember that it was the Enemy, not God who was warring against the builders!  Choose your side carefully when you decide what is happening in the Basin and at who’s hand and direction!

Just say Ono to Wormwood, and Yes to God through Christ – while we still can.
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(____)  Ephesians 20 -21, “Now unto Him (GOD) that is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think according to the power that worketh in us. (It does require a spiritual consensus stakeholder partnership sustainability agreement [and sometimes a potluck – communion] of a spiritual sort in order to get things done in and through the Kingdom.)

Unto Him (GOD) be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages world without end.  Amen.”
It is good to pray to God through Christ and ask that His Will be done.  We do have to deal with that stolen power from the Garden of E. which is embedded in our nature (knowledge of good and evil) which we actually surrender to God when we ask for His Kingdom to come and His Will to be done on earth as it is in heaven – as opposed to our will and opinion as usual.  As powerful as it is simple and as simple as it is powerful.  What have you got to gain?  Here’s to spiritual partnerships, and eternal stakeholders!
“When two or more are gathered”.  
