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My Opinion: Coho in the Klamath River 

This report has been made by history research writer and former and half-century resident of the Klamath River, James A. Waddell in 2009.


Below are notes to the Klamath Basin people in 2007, with info from research.

1. Salmon did not exist in the Klamath Falls area of the Upper Klamath Basin in known history (The only reports of such existence comes from commentary by wilderness-types of people such as Oregon Wild, Klamath RiverKeeper, etc…); 
2.  No spawning gravels above State line rapids; (research does not list salmon as using Spencer Creek as “…a spawning stream”; Spencer Creek is a spawning area and recruitment source of Redband trout.)
3. No spawning gravel in slow, warm waters of lakes, refuges or wet lands in Upper Klamath Basin.  

Reference: Book “Tribes of California” by Stephen Powers.  … 1871 and 1872… regarding the Modoc Indians.  See Page 256 see paragraph 4… “But the salmon, king of the finny tribes, they had not, for that royal fish ascends the Klamath only to the first rapids below Lower Klamath Lake.”
Reference: Book “Handbook of the Indians of California” by A. L. Kroeber … in 1925…  See Chapter 22, The Modoc.  See page 325, paragraph 5 “The salmon are said not to run into the Klamath Lakes or above…” 

This quote is from OR Senator Doug Whitsett’s 6/23/2008 speech: 

“This plan to introduce salmon into the Upper Basin has a critical flaw that will be potentially devastating to not only agricultural and timber interests, but to all inhabitants of the Upper Basin. Most of the proposed salmon habitat includes water that is much too warm and eutrophic for these species to survive and reproduce. The very high natural background levels of phosphorous, the nearly flat river valleys, and the extremely shallow nature of Upper Klamath Lake have resulted in warm eutrophic waters for millennia, and will continue to do so for millennia to come. Nothing that man can do will alter that reality.”
Records from History as stated by CA Department of Fish &Game: Quotes;
“The earliest record of Coho salmon being stocked in the Klamath Basin was of a plant made in 1895.  Further examination of the original records from the U.S. Commission on Fish and Fisheries (1895) revealed those fish were raised in the Ft. Gaston facility in Hoopa and were stocked in the Trinity River and in Supply Creek, a tributary to the Trinity River.  Those fish were reared from eggs taken at a facility in Redwood Creek… and also from eggs shipped from another facility not identified in the report (but were likely from out of the basin).”

“Apparently, no Coho salmon eggs were collected at the Klamathon Racks during the 1911-1912 and 1917-1918 seasons…  However, Coho salmon eggs were taken during the five consecutive seasons beginning with the 1912-1913 season.”
“Historically, the practice of importing non-native fish was common, especially in systems where native fish had been extirpated or were in low abundance…”

“After the completion of Trinity River Hatchery in 1963, adult Coho salmon returns at this facility rarely exceeded 1,000 fish prior to 1971.  In an effort to increase returns to Iron Gate Hatchery, Coho salmon from the Cascade River in Oregon were stocked in 1966, 1967 and 1969…  The first significant transfer of Coho salmon to Trinity River Hatchery occurred in 1964 when Eel River Coho salmon stocks were brought in.”

“This was followed by plantings of Coho salmon originating from the Cascade River, Oregon in 1966, 1967 and 1969.  Noyo River stock was also planted in 1969 and Alsea River stock was planted in the Trinity in 1970…  It appears the intent of these out-of-basin transfers was to augment already existing, albeit dwindling, natural Coho salmon populations.”
“Current California Fish and Game Commission policy now essentially prohibits all out-of-basin fish transfers.”   
“Coho salmon returns to the Shasta River have been documented in almost every year since 1934.  …  Similar information is lacking for the Scott River…”
Spotted Owls, a subspecies of the populous Barred Owl species, were listed as Endangered by false proclamation of government agents; now known from Mexico to CA, OR, WA to Canada.  Marble Murrelets were listed as Endangered by false proclamation of government agents; have a Pacific population of 4.5 to 5 million birds.  Polar bears were listed as Endangered by false proclamation of government agents; now more Polar bears than ever.  Shortnose and Lost River sucker fish are not at risk; but false proclamations of government agents had them listed under the ESA.
 
CA DF&G; “Information on the historical occurrence of Coho salmon in the upper Klamath River is sparse.”  
Facts presented here are that non-Native Coho were planted in multiple streams of the Klamath River System for over a century.”
Such information of Coho history was not included in the Listing of Klamath Coho as an Endangered Species so the listing is without scientific support!  

Another fraud by governmental agents?  That is my opinion!


By James A. Waddell, 1101 Stone Canyon Dr. #1334, Roseville, CA 95661.
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